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Abstract

This research focuses on how agribusiness in the marginalized rural community deals
with economic and environmental pressures. Faced with highly competitive
marketplaces, rural agribusiness can no longer detach itself from emerging IT
technologies. As such, the purpose of this research is to examine how farmers engage
with new IT technologies to understand better whether they can help overcome
economic difficulties and address environmental challenges. To elaborate on this, this
project draws on the experience of Bilo Village Company involved in rural development
initiatives and conducts semi-structured interviews with agricultural extension
professionals. With reference to the case study of Bilo Village Company, this research
proposes a rural economic development model which collaborates with local farmers,
agricultural extension professionals, and IT companies. The proposed development

model deepens our understanding of rural development.

Keywords: rural development, IT technologies, agribusiness, community development
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