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ABSTRACT

RESEARCH ON THE RECALL OF LEGISLATORS IN TAIWAN
by
TIAN-ZONG FENG

December 2020
ADVISOR: CHWEN-WEN CHEN, Ph.D.
DEPARTMENT: GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
DEGREE: MASTER OF PUBLIC MANAGEMENT
KEYWORDS: legislator, recall system, free mandate, recall threshold, dissolution of

the Legislative Yuan.

The right to recall is guaranteed by the Constitution of the Republic of China. In
recent years, as the people of Taiwan yearn for direct democracy, the use of recall has
become more frequent. Especially, after the recall threshold was lowered in 2016, the
success rate of recall has increased, including the Mayor of Kaohsiung City, Han Kuo-
Yu, as well as the member of Taoyuan City Council, Wang Hao-Yu having been
recalled respectively. Although the past 7 legislators recall cases had been rejected,
including the case of Huang, Kuo-Chang, it highlighted whether the legislators should
apply such low recall threshold. Most of the studies in Taiwan have a positive attitude

toward the recall system.

Nevertheless, we found that the recall threshold might be too low and could have
a negative impact on Legislators and the democratic system. Legislators are guaranteed
by the right of legislative immunity, but electors often raise proposals of legislative
recall due to different perspectives on policy issues, which may deviate from the spirit
of free mandate. The Legislative Yuan should not only make decisions collectively but
also share the collective responsibilities. Given the different natures and electoral
systems of Mayors, Legislators, and local council members, they should be regulated
by different recall systems. Finally, we have tried to propose suggestion for the
legislative recall system reform, including adjusting the recall threshold up, adding the
system of dissolving the Legislative Yuan by people, and setting different recall

thresholds for different elected civil servants. We hope that Civil Servants Election and
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doi:10.6342/NTU202100227



Recall Act can be reformed as soon as possible, on the one hand, to safeguard the right

to recall and, on the other hand, to enable the democratic system to function properly.
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