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Abstract
Background and Objectives: Covid-19 pandemic has been raging all over the world
and has resulted in serious socio-economic problems; vaccination has been deemed an
effective means to tackle the pandemic. Due to hesitation regarding safety and
efficacy of vaccines, vaccination coverage was often less than ideal even with
adequate vaccine supplies. As a result, mandatory vaccination policy was well
discussed. Many countries, including Taiwan, had implemented vaccine mandates,
particularly targeting at healthcare workers. Yet, there were few empirical researches
on vaccine mandates for healthcare workers in Taiwan. The study focused on
Taiwanese physicians' attitude toward mandatory vaccination policies with different
degrees of coercion, and explored their ethical reasonings.
Methods: Using semi-structured interview method, the study recruited 16 physicians
working at hospitals in northern Taiwan. Thematic analysis method was applied for
data analysis, including coding and correlation comparison and analysis.
Results: (1) The interviewees believed that mandatory vaccination policies would
infringe autonomy and are too targeted, but some said that as healthcare workers, they
could accept mandatory vaccine mandates of higher standards. (2) Vaccine safety and
efficacy are the factors that the interviewees highly concerned. (3) When the degree of
coercion was too high, such as fines and revocation of medical licenses, the
interviewees would consider it unacceptable. (4) Different coercion authorities and
targets may affect attitudes. (5) The interviewees showed much concern about the
right to work. Once the mandatory vaccination policy affects their right to work, they
cannot agree. (6) Unlike other studies, political partisanship has little influence on this
issue. (7) Incentive policies are more acceptable than mandatory policies. (8) The
interviewees suggested that the government could consider replacing mandatory

vaccination policies with one that holds those who did not get vaccinated but are later
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infected more accountable to bear the responsibility themselves.

Conclusion and suggestions: This study explored the attitudes and decision-making
factors of Taiwanese physicians towards the mandatory vaccination policy. Even with
high ethical awareness, the interviewees tended not to support the mandatory
vaccination policy. The study suggests that the government should formulate
mandatory vaccination policy means for healthcare workers that can be used by
hospitals. When implementing, hospitals in each region could evaluate their regional
risks, departments, patient types, and chose the most suitable mandatory vaccination
policies for the hospital accordingly. In the meantime, the government should also
formulate compensation measures, requiring each hospital to give appropriate
compensation to affected healthcare workers. To sum up, the results of this study can
be used as a reference for future policy or practical implementation. By better
understanding the factors that affect Taiwan's physicians' attitudes towards this policy,
the findings of the study could help reduce barriers to implementation and improve

policy effectiveness.

Keywords: public health ethics, vaccine mandates, COVID-19, descriptive ethics,

semi-structured interview, vaccine attitude
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