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Abstract

Numerous witty writings can be seen in the remarks on poetry of Northern Song Dynasty,
most of which appear in the writing items of this genre, or appear in commentary and
poems; as time goes by, the witty writing in the remarks on poetry of the Northern Song
Dynasty become a large category of works that can clearly reflect the atmosphere of the
times.

This thesis intends to analyze the witty writings in the remarks on poems of the Northern
Song Dynasty from the starting point of Ouyang Xiu's creation of the literary genre, and to
discuss the expression of these witty writings. Based on the content of witty writing, this
thesis divides these Northern Song Dynasty poems into four major categories: witty
writing centered on poet anecdotes, political affairs, poetry comments, and poetry games.
Through the analysis of these texts, it can be found that due to its unique subversive kinetic
energy and flexibility, witty writings can accommodate the overly aggressive personal
ideas of the Northern Song’s writers.

Finally, it was found that the scholars in the Northern Song Dynasty continued to
recognize and transform the aesthetic paradigms of the middle and late Tang Dynasty to
create poetry and essays, and the increasingly witty writings was a road to freedom, free
from political tension. For the new concept came from the unity of ideologies, especially
the communication of Confucianism, Buddhism, the witty writings of remarks on poems
became more elegant and peaceful than ever before. The scholars in the Northern Song
Dynasty keeps pursuing the resting place and freedom from witty writings, and the
remarks of poem reflect it vividly.

Key words : Northern Song Dynasty, remarks on poetry, witty writing, literature genre,
Poetry Criticism
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