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Abstract

Everyone needs funeral service at the end of life time. However, due to the Taiwan
custom, most people do not talk about the topics related to death, and even see the topics
as taboo. Hence, the bereavement always makes the family shocked and unprepared.
Besides, the news about funeral industry in Taiwan usually presents the negative
impression, which reinforces the custom. The information of funeral industry is not
open and transparent enough.

This report follows the meaning of funeral service to individual, society, and
culture in Taiwan. It points out the profession of a funeral director, and the influence
by the specialization of funeral directors. It allows people to understand the profession
of the funeral service, including the certificates, understanding the family, keeping up
with the times, grief counseling and care, passing on the culture as well as the open
view to life and death. Moreover, this report pictures the rite of passage culture in
Taiwan.

This multimedia news combines journalism, graphic design, and web design,
which is based on the concepts of graphic novel and digital narrative in order to help
readers to comprehend the news stories. This study analyzes the features, advantages
and reading experience of multimedia works. The animation defines the
transformations, actions, directions, and colors of an element, which reenforces the
immersive experience and creates different meanings within the same imagery. This
study also summarizes the design key points and the possible social impacts of a
multimedia reporting.

Keywords: funeral director, funeral industry, rite of passage, multimedia journalism,
digital narrative, graphic novel
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