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Living in the aftermath of political violence:
Taiwan 228 Incident & White Terror descendants’ psychological experiences
from phenomenological psychology perspective

Yi-Jing Chen

Abstract

The aftermath of 228 Incident and White Terror, the large-scale political violence
in Taiwan, is still under-explored by local psychologists. This research focuses on the
descendants of victims, and their experiences about 228 and White Terror in their
ongoing lives with family and society. Considering that signs of transgenerational
trauma and grief often lie subtly in descendants’ daily lives, their experiences may not
conform to the common pathological framework of trauma based on shock events and
linear causalities. Additionally, as the repressed histories of political violence uncover,
memories in descendants’ own words might still be covered by the heated public debates.
Therefore, this study adopted the phenomenological psychology approach towards an
empathic understanding of descendants, including five descendants of different genders
and generational positions in two in-depth interviews each. Four general structures were
found in the participant’s diverse experiences: (1) Home like a “post-disaster landscape”;
(2) Restricted life difficult to unfold freely; (3) Understanding: from “aliens” to
“humans”; (4) Moving forward in retrospect, and become the interface between the past
and the future. This study indicates that what 228 and White Terror brought out in the
descendants’ lives is breaks and distortions of relationships, in which interdependent
beings become strange and even harmful “aliens” to one another. In their imagination
emerged from memories as the medium, the descendants move back and forth between
past and present, self and others, trying to make sense of those “aliens” in the” post-
disaster landscape”. This process is beyond the view in which they’re pathologized
objects, although with their feelings of being oppressed, wounded, or hidden. Finally,

this study expects the ethics of care and response-ability in facing the aftermath of
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political violence, which supports the later generations to develop their own routes of
remembering, imagination, and understanding. Furthermore, psychologists need to keep
open and attentive to the complex interweaving of the shared histories and personal life

stories, which is always somehow “political”.

Keywords - Political violence, trauma, descendants, understanding,

phenomenological psychology
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L T Y S EIEE R SRS T R
EWF RLERRARFRELI 2 TiFEBrigsE, » 27 B Re
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shirl o bt g B F Mt T A A s FAp R T E % L E
B A B AT LRy AR (R - AT SRR A A2t

T PR S R TN T SN AU

doi:10.6342/NTU202101782



BEERENFS RS 2B 3 RS A SRR IR - A
APFERT - BFRABREREZZ ZRERLIMTEOESFLEE > e
FREEGA > & The, PHZ SRR 1Mo p PO ERL
(#i=48>2018) : H$» e @Fepd ¥ ~ 85 2 7 L ik Ko gy

SmE S FLEEE  RAF T F X AZEHY TR EVR T A RN
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2B o# A EMEIET TR (24 02015) o Raw B gy T2
ey v By S A X 7; @Algm;#@—r WA R = ga;tq;qgg g my 2
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a

ETIN

RAPEEFERET 1 vafe B3 F S e > 7

AE o AP ERBAISE G e (£ k420205 PHE 4R

2021)

HALTF R BT R E Y R T g A R T Ak a pe 0T
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o ﬁﬁ; LETHpD T A - FE, > 20 E Te & BF ) 5 0
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RGNS S vk B FLSEP I S A L - S VIR
SR eAg 0 2 HSRA P RGP ~ EFEE A D S X B o Herman
(2015) 725 A1 NG & BALE R P fosfad - 4 T B4R 2 I He R A G
EA MY E ETEPR AR UE BRI LT RA
T AR A FRRAFFEOEME FHBHT 0§ F L 5% T 85
"Eg (denial) o A PEEEE 0 P FASEfORRICEEIHEFLE T F
w5 (recognition) & T E 3% ehF K30 dn BRI AL TR € BB
BABEN LA A o) £ Flarre 25 > Fla @ pE i EF

(validated ) ( Gordar, 2017 ) - Honneth # % 3 #H enF i T L 2 B P
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KUF) 7 S A R F s coR B (Schaffer & Sidonie 2004 ;31 p & i= 4% >
2012) - T i3 —gJ E G oo ¥V - iAo BAEN R LA T
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