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Abstract

From 1940s, because of employers’ constant illegal business orders, work-to-rule has
been frequently token by unions prohibited or restricted to hold Dispute Activities in
Japan. With its appearance of individual worker obeying the law and the effect similar
to dispute activities at the same time, a key question of work-to-rule raised: Is it a Dispute
Activity?

After reviewing court decisions and scholars’ studies in Japan, this thesis concludes
that: in cases of refusing to work overtime or on Days Off collectively, the above question
is usually discussed in two approaches: to examine if individual union member obligated
to such work, and to value if the action impeded the normal business operation. While
in the situation of union members taking annual pay leave at the same day, the question
is transformed into another one: if such kind of pay leave can be used for Dispute
Activities, and the opinions divided. These legal theories are then being applied to analyze
five Taiwan cases of work-to-rule.

To conclude, this thesis suggests that the discussions mentioned above are actually
examining the key question from the viewpoint of “law for individual labor” and
“collective employment law” respectively; and the former is more convincing.
Nonetheless, it is also proposed that more studies on legislative purpose of Dispute

Activities are called for persuasive answer.

Keywords: work-to-rule, Dispute Activities, refusing to work overtime collectively,
refusing to work on Days Off collectively, taking annual pay leave at the same day,
isseikyuukatousou, annual pay leave
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