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Novels of Introversive Vision Generation:
A Visual Perspective

[ Abstract]

The paper examinel the visual experience of televisions internalized in the writings
by novelists of the “Introverted Generation”. I investigate the alterations in the novelists'
ways of seeing and the variations of structures of feelings exhibited in their works.
Novelists of the “Introverted Generation” emerged in the 1990s, their distinguishing
feature being an emphasis on the purity of literature. They focus their writing on their
inner world instead of on social reality. The time in which these novelists were born was
close to the age that TV was ushered in Taiwan. This thesis is written on the basis of
Raymond Williams' concept of "structure of feeling," which can be used as a perspective
to examine the common ground among the writers of the so-called "introversive vision
generation." Those writers are driven inward by this specific structure, whose existence
will be argued in this thesis in order to explore the writing techniques of the introversive
vision generation. As a study on the inwardness of fiction writing, this thesis will not
only try to expose the exaggerated inner world of personal experience, but it will also
explore the development of fiction's innate structure, such as the techniques of
metafiction and stories within a story. "Vision" can be seen as a way to observe the
development context of "introversiveness" in Taiwan fiction. The narration of stories is
closely related to experience, and, although those introversive vision generation writers
live in an era which no longer emphasize experience, they try to summon experience of
fragmentation, and represent this fragmentation as a wholeness.

The first chapter of this thesis illustrates the motivation and the scope as well as the
methodology of my research. The second chapter, by way of delineating (the historitte of)
the development of televisions in Taiwan, argues that * Introverted Generation”
possesses the structure of feelings, distinct from the one held by the preceding
generation, with which they perform their own unique writing skills. Chapter three
interprets the temporal and spatial concepts throughout the writings of the “Introverted

Generation” and herein launches a dialogue with the whole development of the

A%



Taiwanese novels. Chapter four by examing the writer's story telling process helps to
reconstruct themselves and deconstruct others’ through visual sensations and inner

discoveries.

Keywords : Introverted Generation, Luo Yi-Jun, Chiu Miao-Chin, Huang Guo-Jun,

structures of feeling, Television, visibility
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