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Summary

The purport of this essay is explicating the thought of Ji-Kang‘s Qin-Fu (the

Poetical Essay on the Qin), with which the several topics in Sheng-Wu-Ai-Le-Lun (the

Treatise on the Sound without Sorrow and Joy) are also elucidated.

In the first chapter, the annotations and nowadays researches are introduced. The

annotations to Qin-Fu are mostly seen in the Wen-Xuan, including the annotations of

the Six Officials and the scholars in the Qing dynasty, who made efforts to the exegetic

work. As to the discourse on Qin-Fu, it is usually seen in the essays on

Seng-WuU-Ai-Le-Lun, and the essays which focus on Qin-Fu are seldom. Unfortunately

the thought of Qin-Fu can not be entirely elucidated by these researches due to some

deficiencies.

In the second chapter, the purport of every paragraph will be detailed. With the

explanation the differences between the Qin-Fu and other articles about instrument can

also be seen.

In the third chapter, the structure of the thought in Qin-Fu will be built with the aid

of Ji-Kang*s preface. Firstly, the significance of music to players will be illuminated;

secondly, we will discuss how listeners are able to understand players; thirdly, we will

talk about the reason why music can present the ideal relationship between music,
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players, and listeners; and at last we will explicate the virtue of Qin, which perfectly

fulfills the theories above.

In the forth chapter, the several topics in Seng-Wu-Ai-Le-Lun will be discussed

through the thought of Qin-Fu. In the first section, we make a distinction between

Sheng and Yue and use this distinction as the basis in this chapter. In the second section,

we fuse the auditory and philosophical meanings of Harmony, explain the possible

danger of pre-consciousness for listeners, discuss Ji-Kang‘s opinion on the music of

Cheng, and elucidate the relationship between the subjective and the objective. And in

the third section there will be a comparison between the thought of Ji-Kang and Eduard

Hanslick.

In the conclusion, the main points of the former chapters will be emphasized.

Moreover, we use an example to present the argument about Qin after Ji-Kang. And we

also introduce a variety of ways to interprete the significance of music, making the

characteristic of Ji-Kang‘s musical thought more clear.

In the appendix, the appropriate annotations will be chosen among the former

researches or be explained with the evidence in other literature. Besides, to make the

annotations compatible with the main ideas of Qin-Fu, the connection between the

paragraphs will also be considered.
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The locality where these trees grow is depicted in greater detail, the elements
“mountains” and “water” being stressed. Mountains and water, shan-shui, stand
for yang and yin , the positive and the negative forces in nature, that together
constitute Tao. Doubtless this description is also meant to remind the reader of

the most famous of all ancient lute melodies, Kao-shan-liu-shui.”

® Robert Hans van Gulik, Hsi K‘ang and His Poetical Essay on the Lute, Fl 65 -
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The pure judgement of taste is independent of charm and emotion."*'
PRV K32 AR AL TR

A judgement of taste on which charm and emotion have no influence (although

they may be bound up with the satisfaction in the beautiful), --which therefore

has as its determining ground merely the purposiveness of the form,-- is a pure

162

judgement of taste.
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Emotion, .... does not belong at all to beauty.'”
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Therefore it [the judgement of taste] can be nothing else than the subjective
purposiveness in the representation of an object without any purpose (either
objective or subjective); and thus it is the mere form of purposiveness in the
representation by which an object is given to us, so far as we are conscious of it,
which constitutes the satisfaction that we without a concept judge to be
universally communicable; and, consequently, this is the determining ground of

the judgement of taste.'”
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It [music] is, however, rather enjoyment than culture....; and in the judgement of
Reason it has less worth than any other of the beautiful arts.'”

If, on the other hand, we estimate the worth of the Beautiful Arts by the culture
they supply to the mind, and take as a standard the expansion of the faculties
which must concur in the Judgement for cognition, Music will have the lowest

place among them (as it has perhaps the highest among those arts which are

valued for their pleasantness), because it merely plays with sensations."”’
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Actually, Kant‘s personal view of music is of little importance in determining
Hanslick‘s Kantianism. Comparing On the Musically Beautiful with the Critique
of Judgement one has the impression that Hanslick aims to endow music with
the elevated position assigned by Kant to the visual arts, while sticking to an

essentially Kantian philosophical perspective.'™

Notice that in this crucial passage Kant makes no reference at all to music.

Hanslick therefore took on the tast, by comparing music to arabesque or even a
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visual image in a Kantian perspective, of elevating music from the rank of

pleasurable art to that of the art of the Beautiful."”
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