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This study focus on how eros in Plato’s symposium shaped nationalism in modern 

times. When we are driven by eros, we may desire to purse something noble and take 

extraordinary actions; however, chaos and sickness might occur as a result. This double-

sided nature of eros is similar to that of nationalism. Passion springing from nationalism 

not only leads mankind to complete political, economic, scientific and so many other 

achievements but also provokes exclusion and war, an even more despicable thing. Are 

we able to suppress or avoid such destructive tendencies of nationalism? Yet, can we 

call such a thing without paranoid and possessive desire eros? In this study, I will first 

analyze the creativity and destructivity of nationalism. Then I explore its similarity with 

eros. In addition, through Plato's theory and ancient Greek epics and tragedies, I will 

point out the limitations of mankind. Building on these arguments, I try to provide 

members of nation-states a best possible route to practice, which means get along with 

the positive and negative nature/consequences of nationalism. 
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“Almost two thousand years – and not a single new god!’ cried Nietzsche in 1888 But 

he was wrong. The new god was there – indeed was right under his nose. That new god 

was love. Human love.” 

 

                                May, Simon. 2011. Love: A history. 
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 “But animals—what cause is there for them to be so affected by love?......For in the animal 
world and among humans the same explanation applies, that mortal nature seeks as far as it can to exist 
for ever and to be immortal. But the only way it can achieve this is by continual generation, the process 
by which it always leaves behind another new to replace old.”
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