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BN HE
This study focus on how eros in Plato’s symposium shaped nationalism in modern
times. When we are driven by eros, we may desire to purse something noble and take
extraordinary actions; however, chaos and sickness might occur as a result. This double-
sided nature of eros is similar to that of nationalism. Passion springing from nationalism
not only leads mankind to complete political, economic, scientific and so many other
achievements but also provokes exclusion and war, an even more despicable thing. Are
we able to suppress or avoid such destructive tendencies of nationalism? Yet, can we
call such a thing without paranoid and possessive desire eros? In this study, I will first
analyze the creativity and destructivity of nationalism. Then I explore its similarity with
eros. In addition, through Plato's theory and ancient Greek epics and tragedies, I will
point out the limitations of mankind. Building on these arguments, I try to provide
members of nation-states a best possible route to practice, which means get along with

the positive and negative nature/consequences of nationalism.

Keywords: Plato, Eros, Nationalism, Pity, Taiwan
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“Almost two thousand years — and not a single new god!’ cried Nietzsche in 1888 But
he was wrong. The new god was there — indeed was right under his nose. That new god

was love. Human love.”

May, Simon. 2011. Love: A history.
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— B TR A AR U)E] (BEJRESR - 25 ARV S 2 Kagr4S
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3 JFESZUNT ¢ “But animals—what cause is there for them to be so affected by love?......For in the animal
world and among humans the same explanation applies, that mortal nature seeks as far as it can to exist
for ever and to be immortal. But the only way it can achieve this is by continual generation, the process
by which it always leaves behind another new to replace old.”
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o MR ERE > EREMEE - R E A A Sk il
7 (Plato, 2002: 31-32) - ZAT A2 G DAREIRRAYER - B2 RasHE
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PRI Rttt AR ) (R B R R B8RV E . (Plato, 2002:32) e

TEF R R SR E IS E R S o fL B PR 60T - BRERTERY -
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7% (Plato, 1991: 45-46) -
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= TR
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SR e PR R E BRI Y AR OK > IURIEEERROK » SRRy R B aatsR - 2
H o Ry TR IS ERVUE > A~ (B L HRbeia HER e - SSEGtE -
Bk EEA B WA B/ N EALEE R EERR AR 2
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TEEEEE - EVING - EHFTRIERAT A G DA - B AR 2
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6 AN ¢ “ The true city is in my opinion the one we just described-a healthy city, as it were.”
(Plato, 1991: 49)
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V) > WAEREZ RS B ERRE SR QR BB T2 ke - A H. > PR B thE
AEGEEATE - B~ fEKHESS RS - HEE St
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&t H YN SR LIS RIS R 4F ~ ARSI S R H PR AV REAR -
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