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English Abstract

A new class of intellectuals emerged in the late Qing period within the contexts of
the Qing dynasty’s defeat in the First Sino-Japanese War and the failure of the Hundred
Days of Reform. Faced with a nationalist crisis, these intellectuals began constructing
neologisms and appropriating Western thought in attempts to engage with the modern
world that China sought to enter, and thus, transform Chinese society. Within this context,

appeals for women’s rights found within Zhongguo xin nijie zazhi o207 #EEE and

other nationalist-leaning women’s magazines have been mostly viewed as being
subordinate to the nationalist movement. In this way, these appeals blindly complied with
those made by male intellectuals and merely advocated for the necessity of China to enter
the modern world. In a word, appeals for women’s rights during the late Qing were

unrelated to women’s issues.

This thesis aims to emphasize female intellectual perspectives when discussing the
relationship between the nationalist and women’s movements, and employs a “female
nationalism” perspective to reconsider appeals for women’s rights in Yan Bin’s ZHtNH
(1869-1931?) Zhongguo xin nujie zazhi, published during 1907. This perspective
encompasses how Chinese women writers not only orientated their claims for women’s
rights with nationalism, but also appropriated this nationalist orientation to rationalize and
justify their appeals, and ultimately, attempt to realize their idea of women’s rights. The
author has discovered that the constructed neologism nijie Zz5% (women’s world) used

throughout Zhongguo xin nijie zazhi exhibits this “female nationalism.” Due to jie 5

29 ¢

(world) denoting “grouping,” “competition,” and other nationalist meanings, Yan Bin

purposefully combined nii % (woman) and jie to construct an imagined women’s
community—ndajie. Through this construction, Yan Bin was able to express the periodical’s
two primary goals: improving China’s position within the evolutionary competition
between nations, and also urging women to step into modern civilization and compete with

the enlightened nijie of other countries as well as nanjie 5£5 (men’s world) to strive for

equality.
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Although China’s nijie was imagined to include all Chinese women, Yan Bin
utilized (new) education as a means to demarcate women into two separate groups: the
educated and enlightened women writers as well as the uneducated and unenlightened
“female compatriots.” Through this distinction, Zhongguo xin nujie zazhi elucidated the
two groups’ responsibilities for the strengthening of ndjie. First, women writers required
themselves to import new Western thought concerning women'’s rights into China. Second,
female compatriots were expected to “group” together, mobilizing for the women’s
movement. However, due to China’s nijie being trapped within the “darkness” of
oppression, Yan Bin also split China’s nijie into a “nijie studying abroad in Japan” £ H 2
B and a “domestic nljie” A 225, Specifically, female students abroad were to observe

foreign countries, and thus, select which elements of Western thought were suitable and
which local Chinese features were needed to be retained to strengthen China’s ndjie. This
thesis argues that this “selectivity” allowed these women writers to not only possess an
authority over discourse, but personally develop a form of local feminism that could
directly benefit Chinese women, which would encourage them to transform into

enlightened members of nijie.

Keywords: Zhongguo xin nijie zazhi, Yan Bin, women’s world, nijie, new, nationalism,
late Qing women’s movement
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