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If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more,

you are a leader. by John Adams
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ABSTRACT

Some Initial Findings on Chinese Democracy
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What is “democracy”? This question has been debated by scholars for thousands
of years. Democracy is not an easy term to define, or in other words, it is an
“essentially contested concept.” The contested nature of democracy makes this topic
increasingly complex. Over the past 2500 years, the meanings and values of
democracy have changed with the times.

Today, “Chinese democracy” has emerged as a pragmatic and useful concept to
challenge traditional “liberal democracy”, but what is “Chinese democracy”? This
study puts forward three main findings. First, Chinese democracy is citizen oriented.
Second, it enforces overall national power; Third, it has emerged in a praetorian state.
However, these three elements are not unrelated and can combine into one “good

government .

However, because, liberal democracy and Chinese democracy value different
things, a “cognitive dissonance” has emerged. There are two possible ways to solve
this cognitive dissonance in China, one is to build Chinese democracy theory, and the
other is to adopt Western liberal democracy. The two solutions are very different, but
the existing evidence suggests the first is more likely.
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