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Abstract

Although governmental working canines have been used for years, they receive
little attention, not to mention the discussion in the legal field. This thesis aims to
research the employment of governmental working canines and the legal issues of

human rights and animal welfare arising from it.

This thesis focuses on three aspects. First, the legal characteristic of the law
enforcement duties performed by governmental working canines. The thesis looks into
the two main duties— ‘sniff” and ‘bite’— and uses cases, regulations and academic
articles in the U.S.A. for reference. Secondly, the organizational structure of
governmental working canines. By researching the present organizational structures of
governmental working canines in all government agencies, the essay seeks to find the
defects in them and propose solutions. Thirdly, the conflict between the system
designed for governmental working canines and animal welfare. This thesis, from the
perspective of animal protection, analyzes whether the current systems— including the
source of supply, care, training, employment and retirement of governmental working
canines— are sufficient in providing protection to the canines. Specific suggestions are

made to amend the current systems to enhance protection.

Through the analyses and reviews of the above mentioned three angles, this
thesis aims to establish an image of the legal system of government working canines so
that there are clear rules for government agencies to follow. Furthermore, these rules
can serve to safeguard human rights and increase the welfare of governmental working

canines, too.

Keywords: governmental working canines, sniff, bite, organizational structure, Animal

Protection Law, animal welfare.
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