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Abstract

Home is where we live since we were born and is a feeling rooted in the heart that
provides us a sense of secure and comfort. Kucapungane village formed by Rukai tribe,
located in Wutai Township, Pingtung County, Taiwan, has relocated twice in 30 years,
three generations of the same tribe have different interpretations for homeland, thus
having different expectations as well as home space usage after village relocation.

At the end of 2010, Kucapungane tribesmen relocated to a place called Rinali that
belongs to Paiwan traditional area, it has been over a year since then and the tribesmen
have learned to live together in the same area and held ceremonies and events together.
Over time, Kucapungane tribesmen have gradually accepted the concept that Rinali will
be their permanent homeland, along with subsidy provided by Reconstruction Council
of Executive Yuan to each household for beautifying landscape of their houses,
Kucapungane tribesmen have actively decorated their houses with totems and plants
that represent the original Rukai culture. By replication and transplantation,
Kucapungane tribesmen have successfully transformed the rebuilt house into a place
that is similar to where they used to live in the original hometown and have developed a
sense of belonging to the new community in Rinali.

The relocation accelerated the transformation of both cultural space and homeland
identification among within Kucapungane Tribe. Nonetheless, leisure in the courtyard
and “taliapang” (the space containing tables and stools in front of the house) got passed
on- the two elements that have become the lifestyle massively adopted by the tribesmen.
The Kucapungane tribesmen brought their love for the past homeland to the new
location and have gradually developed a sense of recognition through designing the
spaces outside the house. The distinct styles tell their own perception and sentiment

towards the “new homeland.”

Keywords : Rukai ~ Kucapungane ~ indigenous tribes ~ relocated village ~ space
improvement ~ homeland recognition
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