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The Formation of “Han Xue” and the Reconstruct of “Song Xue”:
Survey on the Formation, the Development and the Vicissitude of the
Academic History of the Neo-Confucian Li Ideology from South Song

Dynasty to Qianlong-Jiaging Era in Qing Dynasty

Abstract:

The problematics for this dissertation focus on the following: first, “Han Song Zhi
Zheng” (“the Great Debate between ‘Han Xue’ and ‘Song Xue’”, the controversies
over the superiority in various academic topics in “Han Xue” and “Song Xue”) and
the reflections on the difficulties it has brought to the academia. Second, the
re-examination on the lack of Li Ideology researches in the academia.

For the former, there are three major difficulties seen in this survey. First of all, the
clear definitions of “Han Xue” and “Song Xue” have been lacking. Therefore, when it
comes to the discussions of these two terms, scholars have the tendencies to fulfil the
terms with their own presumptions, which yields little common ground for further
discussion and debate. Second, since there are no clear definitions of the terms, and
most researches focus on the phenomenon of “Han Song Zhi Zheng”, the academic
dialogues seem arbitrary and often ambiguous, yet this has seldom come to the
attention in the discussions on this particular topic, leaving numerous blind spots.
Third, the researched materials so far have been limited and confined to works that
came after the Great Debate in Qing Dynasty such as Han Xue Shi Cheng Ji, Song
Zue Yuan Yuan Ji, Han Xue Shang Dui, Ni Guo Shi Ru Lin Chuan Gao, works that
cannot and do not “Bian Zhang Xue Shu and Kao Jing Yuan Liu” (track the formation,
development, and vicissitude of certain ideology or school by chronologically further
exploring the academic works). The research result, accordingly, could not exceed the
existent framework of the Great Debate. In order to address to these three difficulties,
this dissertation attempts to base the argument on the crucial stage when “the Great
Debate” in Qianlong-Jiaging era in Qing Dynasty, and chronologically dates the
academic works back to the time between South Song Dynasty and the
Qianlong-Jiaging era, in order to investigate the formation, development and its
vicissitude. The idea of “Song Xue” constructed in the meantime is compared with the
“Song Xue” flourished after the reconstruct of “Han Xue” in the Great Debate, in
order to gain the research result never raised in the academia before.

The latter sees the four major problems left to be desired. First, the academic history
of Li Ideology can reflect the outline of the academic community, the transmission of



knowledge from teachers to disciples, and the interrelation between the formation of
the knowledge and its geography. Due to the lack of such academic attentions,
however, these significant topics are left untreated. Second, the construct of academic
history of the Li Ideology reflects the core value in the academic circle of the
community, and the process of collection and compilation can mirror the ideas of
“Song Xue” in the minds of the editors. Nonetheless, the lack of research on the
academic history of Li ideology leaves the well-established idea of “Song Xue” little
known and little used. Third, the compilation of the academic history of Li ideology is
to serve the purpose of presenting the concept of “Dao Tong” (Confucian Orthodoxy)
in a more tangible way. But unfortunately, the lack of the academic history of Li
ideology results in the fact that the researchers working on the concept of “Dao Tong”
are unable to make full advantage of such materials, which confines their research
outcomes. Fourth, the most iconic work that can best represent the academic history
of Li ideology is Ming Ru Xue An by Ming scholar Huang Zong Xi. The publication is
also the best example of “Xue An Ti” (“the Case Study Style”, a style that deals with
the biography of authors and then their works). Again, the lack of the academic
history of Li ideology bears no systematic thinking of this particular style, leaving the
relationship and the development between the ideology and the style obscure and
indistinct.

This dissertation is thus a fruitful treatise on the aforementioned problematics, and to
address to the questions as previously mentioned. The methodology is to address to
three theses: first, the survey on the construct and development of the concept of
“Song Xue”; second, the examination on the academic history of the Li ideology and
its relation to “Xue An Ti”; third, the exploration of the discourse and the construct of
the concept of “Dao Tong”. This is a contribution to exceed the preceding research
limitations of “the Great Debate of ‘Han Xue’ and ‘Song Xue’”.

Key Words: Han Xue; Song Xue; Academic History; Dao Tong; Confucian
Orthodoxy; Xue An Ti; the Case Study; the Li Ideology
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