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ABSTRACT

Regional Governance in New Taipei City Xindian District-

Social Capital Theory Perspective
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In this thesis, the main question is that whether district office can completely
replace township in new municipalities yield good regional governance outcomes.
Social capital, as a resource to carry out collective action, it’s development after
system restructuring, is the main approach to respond this question in the thesis.

This thesis divides social capital into three elements including network, norm,
and trust. By observing these elements’ change, it provides an instrument to evaluate
the development of social capital. On the other hand, this thesis start from
“institution-centered model” in the social capital theory to indicate that restructuring
of formal institution can have the impact on social capital. Meanwhile, focusing on
“relationships with the voluntary sector”, “opportunities for citizen participation”,
“responsiveness of decision-making”, and “democratic leadership and social inclusion”
four institutional design dimensions. By connecting four dimensions and three
elements’ change after system restructuring, the merits and drawbacks of new
municipal institutional design can be explored.

Xindian district in the New Taipei City is used to be a case study in this research.
Through relevant literature analyzing and interviews conducting, this study suggests
that after institution restructuring: declining degree of support to local community
associations and narrowing of local affairs participating opportunities have negative
impact on network element, while recession of reciprocal capability causes norm
element to shrink. Finally, the defect of decision-making fairness obstructs the

\Y



accumulation of trust. Therefore, under the criteria that accumulation of social capital
to fulfill good governance, new municipal system cannot be dubbed as a good
institution structure.

To accumulate social capital, this study suggests that future municipal institution
design should improve participating ability of community associations, set up
standards to enhance activities’ quality, take Paris as a reference to add district
representatives, strengthen district office function , and rationalize allocation of
resources between neighborhood office and community development association.
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