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Abstract

A large number of agricultural land expropriation problems occurred during the
economic development of Taiwan. The government has been releasing many
agricultural lands for industrial and commercial development. Since 2008, agricultural
land protests staged by farmers happened one after another all over the country.
Scholars support farmers and have been criticizing the government of its “new
enclosure movement” in which many development plans are land speculation activities
done in the name of development that render small farmers landless. On 17th July
2010 farmers marched the Ketagalan Boulevard to protest against Miaoli County
Government’s evil deed of destroying farmlands with excavators. They requested the
government to stop all development plans that have great impact on agricultural
development and have a comprehensive amendment on the Land Expropriation Act.
Land expropriation problems caused by business-government collusion do not only

frequently occur in Taiwan but it is also an important type of global land grab.

In this wave of expropriation, Miaoli Wanbao farmers began opposing the
Houlong Technology Industrial Park Development Project in 2008 until the Regional
Planning Committee overruled the Development Project in 2011. The Wanbao fight
which lasted two and a half years is the first success in Taiwan’s protest against
expropriation. The Wanbao experience will be the research object of this paper to
illustrate how farmers fulfilled their citizenship in the process of their protest from the

point of view of contentious politics and how they gained support from external



organizations through organization concatenation. As voices of the protest grew louder,
the protest expanded and its legitimacy increased. In addition, this paper also discusses
the limitations imposed on civil rights by land expropriation law and procedures and

how farmers respond to this challenge.

This paper emphasizes that farmers are not only the main actors of the protest.
Through long-term and continuous protests, they also gradually shaped civic
awareness by turning agricultural land expropriation problems into a public issue that
society concerns. This led to more social support which reflects that the fight against

land expropriation is not only a social protest but also a political protest.

KEY WORD: contentious politics, land expropriation, peasants protest, civil right,

Wanbao
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