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ABSTRACT

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF POLITICAL TALK SHOW IN
TAIWAN,1993-2013
by
CHAO FENG
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ADVISOR(S):CHYUAN-JENQ SHIAU, Ph.D.

DEPARTMENT: POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR : GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

DEGREE: MASTER OF ARTS
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There is a close relationship between Taiwanese media development and
democratic progress. The Political Talk Show became the main stream within the TV
programs from the open of Cable TV channels since 1993. The Political Talk Show
always was expected to reach the function of Public forum, however it was criticized to
become the social chaos for a long time.

This dissertation observes the Political Talk Show from the bias view points. It
parted the development of Taiwanese Political Talk Show into the rebel against
monopoly period, the resist between blue and green party period, the disclosure period
and the drama-like period. This dissertation analyzes the factors which influence
Political Talk Show from within the organization, outside organizational issues and
ideology.

From the longitudinal historical study and cross sectional research of factors, this
research found the Political Talk Show can raise to editorial status of the media group.
Its trend was to reflect the influence of political and economic factor at that time. Those
forms of expression were to reflect the benefit-maximization and the optimization of
resource-usage from doers during different periods of time.

The competition among medias and programs are not only simply to compete with
audience rating, but also a part of entire advantages for the media group. Even within
the tendency toward globalization of audiovisual industry, the television stations still
reinforce the controlling power via the content and abolishment of programs.

The dissertation proposes the following viewpoints. First, the Political Talk Show
as the public debate space was only imagination of presumption. Secondly, the Political
Talk Show was a theatrical and closed declaration space. Finally, globalization is going

to cause the trend of non-politicization for the media groups.
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