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ABSTRACT

THE ANNOTATIONS ON (ZHUANGZI) ABOUT THE CONCEPT “THE
NORMAL COURSE FOR RULERS AND KINGS” IN THE MING DYNASTY :
BASE ON  (NANHUA ZHENJING FUMO ) - (COMMENTARY ON THE INNER
CHAPTERS OF THE ZHUANGZI) AND (ZHUANGZI TONG)

by
Jui-Ching Hsueh

January 2014

ADVISOR(S): CHUN-HUNG LIN , Ph. D.

DEPARTMENT: POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR:PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

DEGREE:MASTER OF ARTS

KEY WORD:ZHUANGZI + TAO - KNOWLEDGE - UNFATHOMED - “THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE ENLIGHTENED KING”

This dissertation attempts to discuss the concept “The Normal Course for Rulers and
Kings” in Ming Dynasty by studying (Nanhua Zhenjing Fumo) ( FEH B 4K R 58 ) ~

{ Commentary on the Inner Chapters of the Zhuangzi ) (i1 A& ¥ ) and ( Zhuangzi
Tong) (iHF-#F ) .First of all, I focus on the three authors—Lu Xi-Xing ([EFEE )
Hanshan Deqing (ZX([{%)% ) and Shen Yi-Guan ( t—& ) how to define Zhuangzi
between different academic groups. Second, I try to find out the theme of “The
Normal Course for Rulers and Kings” in those books . Furthermore , following by
there subthemes— “Tao and the perfection of knowledge” -~ “how the enlightened
king took his stand could not be fathomed™ -~ “the government of the enlightened
king” of Zhuangzi I analysis the three philosophers how to explain these concepts

and then come to a conclusion . The main findings are as follows:

From Taoism to Taoist religion , Lu Xi-Xing, who was the expert of inner alchemy
(neidan) in Ming Dynasty, make the linkages between body and political affairs .He
believes that the true king is not only a political leader but also the man who can use
occult arts skillfully. In my opinion, Lu Xi-Xing created a type of political myth
which combined with body metaphors of ~ “Tao-Te” and political ideology .

Master Hanshan was one of the four eminent monks who spared the revival of
Buddhism in the Late Ming. About the concept “The Normal Course for Rulers and
Kings” of (Commentary on the Inner Chapters of the Zhuangzi) ,he advocated the
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theory of “ unity in essence and appearance © . He emphasised on

“Understanding” (%2 )—this one word is the source of all mysteries. And the best
method of spiritual cultivation is to do one's tasks without deliberate effort or
purposeful mind. In this way, he narrowed the gap between political and non-political
fundamentally. Thus the sage is both of this world and the other world.

Shen Yi-Guan thought Zhuangzi is one of the best philosopher of Confucianism. He
made a connection between (Book of Changes) and (Zhuangzi) ,and centered
on the ideas of the dynamic balance of opposites, the evolution of events as a process,
and acceptance of the inevitability of change. He believed that the whole truth is the
Tao of " sageliness within and kingliness with-out". The true king must be the sage
who doing for nothing instead of doing nothing , his mind was so vast that it lay in a
single stream with Heaven and Earth. And finally, the king understand that over and
above society as a whole, there is the great whole which is the universe. He is not
only a member of society, but at the same time a member of the universe. This

understanding and self-consciousness constitute for him a higher sphere of living.
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