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Abstract

Using the case of “Xingjian Organic Production Cooperative’; ahd its" rice
production during 2010-2012, this thesis strives to explain how this cooperative,
consisting of local small farmer and serving for their interests, copes with the dilemma
of collective action and confrontation with the market and political sphere, as well as
the social network.

Following this context, the story begins of accounting the sphere where Xingjian
Cooperative grows. To elaborate, the policy concluding about organic farming,
concrete planning, and the realizing ways stemmed either from the central or regional
government, and the organic value and the support from the consumer in the market,
both of them at that time play a great role to boost farmer’s cultivation transit to organic
style. However, the conditions in the system such as the farming, process or selling
procedures can hardly embody in the traditional cooperation or selling channel because
they base on the social network and still producing/selling customs. Farmer’s are thus
sealed of the choice of their action under this circumstance. That is the prelude to
Xingjian Organic Production Cooperative. By way of functioning “their” cooperative,
farmers expect that they could avoid the risk whether from market or state’s institutions.

Methods throughout this thesis are the outcomes of fieldwork (interviews and notes
of participation- observation), and the news, statistics and reference as well. It shows
that for organic farmer, the function of the cooperative and its performance do meet
their collective goods to a certain extent; meanwhile, the cooperative confront the
restrictions and challenges such as member’s unalike common consensus, complaint of
unbalance of obligation or resource between individuals, and the short of capital.

It also shows that these outcomes are because of the enforcement of the institutions

VI



from the state, market or social- network level, no matter they are formalsr informal.
The state, the market and the social network interweave a complex history, é’nd then
give rise to the degree of trust or reciprocity among members, and even the ottcomes of
the performance of the institution or development of the production cooperative. In this
sense, this thesis argues that one must detect these mechanisms when examining this
kind of collective action or the formation of an organization made by farmer. In the
conclusion, the cooperation and the institution regulating the collective dilemma should
be respected and be effectively applied by the actors on the perspective of repeated
rational games, and that should be traced back to its different condition too, if insiders
wish to resolve or have a reform.

This thesis submits its incompletion under the short of comparison scale with other
cases- different sort like the farmer’s association, enterprise or production cooperative.
Besides, it is important to analyze the role of the state who devotes or not the desirable
policies or applicable service to the organization or individual. This should be held
during a long period and in details, but was in adequate and could not be processed

here.

Keywords : Organic Farming, Rice Production, Specialized Agricultural Zone,
Xingjian Village, Production Cooperative, Collective Action,

Institutionalism
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