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Abstract

From 1945 to 1947, successively as the Minister of Military Affairs and the Chief
of Staff, Chen Cheng implemented the reorganization of the Nationalist Army twice.
The efforts led to a new problem of resettling redundant soldiers and officers. Some
people attribute the KMT's loss of China to the failure of the policies of
reorganization and resettlement, which was doomed from the beginning because of
their poor planning. This thesis attempts to assess the validity of the above
conventiona view. | believe the reorganization was absolutely necessary if Chiang
Kaishek wanted to retake the land lost to the Japanese invaders and to guard against
the CCP, which had grown in strength during the Second Sino-Japanese war. The first
effort to reorganize the Chinese army concluded successfully at the end of 1945. The
second one failed due to the civil war and lack of cooperation from the Nationalist
generals. Despite the failure to achieve the goal, the reorganization did improve the
fighting capacity of the Nationalist Army. The KMT’s defeat in the civil war should
be explained by reasons other than the reorganization. In order to reduce
unemployment and maintain public order, the policy of resettling redundant soldiers
and officersis justifiable. As the redundant soldiers were used to fill the vacanciesin
other military units, the Nationalist Army had only to deal the problem of redundant
officers. The plan of their resettlement was ill-conceived. The sheer number of the
redundant officers, insufficiency of appropriation, and lack of cooperation from some
ministries and local governments all combined to doom the effort. The worse of the
planning was lack of contingency plans given the seeming inevitability of a civil war.
However, the redundant officers never made mass defection because the KMT
devised an effective system of control. It was serious military setbacks later that led to
mass defection and surrender of the Nationalist Army. In conclusion, the failure of the
reorganization and the resettlement did not doom the KMT, thought it cause some
socia problems after the end of the Second Sino-Japanese War.

Keywords: Reorganization, Corruption, Resettlement, Demoblization, Officers
Groups, Chen Cheng, Chinese Civil War
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