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Abstract

This study explores the life of Wang Shih-chen (1526-1590) and his writings on the
Yanshan Park. Of particular interest is the significance of Yanshan Park in Wang’s life
after the “familial tragedy,” the execution of Wang’s father, in 1560.

This study is designed in four parts. Firstly, this study traces the advent of the
Yanshan Park, its environmental condition and building history. Secondly, the layout
and design of the Park is reconstructed. The geographical features in Taicang region
provides an inspiring context for understanding the remarkable architectural
achievements of the Park. Third, Wang’s interaction with the Park is discussed,
including Wang’s fascination towards the Park and his sociological activities in the Park.
Lastly, this study illustrates the meaning behind the name “Yanshan,” supplemented
with the idea of heterotopia by Michel Foucault (1926-1984). Also, Wang’s attitude and
solution towards the unavoidable ruinage of the Park are elucidated.

In conclusion, unlike present literary-criticism or historical researches, this study
incorporates the development of the Yanshan Park with the life of Wang Shih-chen, in

order to acquire a clearer and meticulous account of Wang’s biography.

Key Words: Wang Shih-chen; Yanshan Park; landscape architecture; intermediary space;

T’an-yan-tzu; heterotopia
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