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Abstract

The “Taiwan-Australia working holiday agreement” was signed in 2004; since
then, thousands of Taiwanese youth heading to Australia, and created the major resource
of labor force for Australia. Australia has become the country where the most Taiwanese
youth working overseas stays. Aiming at Taiwanese youth as working holiday maker in
Australia, this paper tries to understand the motivation and results of the phenomenon.
In 2012, Business Today released the relevant article, and exposing the real situation of
working holiday; after that, the idea of “Tai lau” (Taiwanese labor) was formed. There
are many reasons that Taiwanese youth choose Australia. Economically, influenced by
the deteriorating labor market and low-paid jobs in Taiwan, the well-paid jobs in
Australia generate the attraction. Culturally, modernity and the expectation toward West
countries motivate Taiwanese youth leave domestic market for Australia. When the so-
called WHMs enter the Australia labor market, they are involved into primary sector of
economic activity; however, by means of “experiencing the West”, they transfer all the
physical hard works to the inevitable process of experiencing the West. Therefore,
through interviewing the previous WHMs, this paper analyzes the economic and
cultural motivations. Meanwhile, how the youth find the jobs by social network and
agents will also be explained. In short, this paper contributes to explain how the WHMs
rationalize the working holiday behavior when facing the hard working environment
and exploitation; and moreover transfer the downward social mobility to cultural
experience capital accumulation. Eventually, justify the difference between themselves
and the others.

Key Words: Working Holiday Maker in Austria, Migration Motive, modernity,

West Experience, cultural experience capital
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&

=~ HEREESMEEE
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PR RSB CEENES T - RrAZER AV NG T & R L & SR B AR
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> EEEZ BRI BRTE L o (BIRERE R4S A2k B HY 2 B A TS AT
A > R AR SR o [NEE Appadurai A S (E BT AGRERAR S —
i R E RS ENE T - e RRIE DN G IR 75
VIHIHEN %<2 > T H Al R i (R B R E S T HY) -

AR Gap year fE R H e RBEE Rfi ] - A/ DEEFE - Gap year | f5
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YNGR SRR TR EERRNE VUL R EEEFFIEX
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M RN E AT EI - SRS R4S - T DLERRIVIRIEAE R B R
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PERFSE 2 i e MR R EE AU RS - RN T #h MR K A R EIRVEIR - TR
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BE ITLERENENE

AEE R EEENRNFT T BB Ham 3% - A F] R el EEFsed T T RE (B fF R L B
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# > NILE M MTEREGT TRERIE Rt B Ae S Ly B - R EsR LT T
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S8 BT T REBAHRERR SR
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o EMNBURF S TE LT TR - AFABGE R AmERGRER - EiEEfT
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SR~ BT~ PR 2B | ol ZWE -~ EE] - RHE 1
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TAERR B F N E
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BONBURFAE 2009 48 Ry [AIE H 2 B8 AT e AR - sHEHT T fEt S
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