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Abstract 

The Bunun people in Taiwan lived in the Central Mountain Range before the 

aborigine's collective movement at 1930s. The social life was built on the clan system. 

The aim purpose of the study is to explore the relationship among the spatial 

distribution of the settlements, the clan system and the physical environment. The 

study discovers the Bunun people lived at Jynda River Basin before the aborigine's 

collective movement at 1930s.

Through documentary analysis, Participation Geographic System (PGIS), field 

research and spatial analysis, this study found that the ideal distribution of the 

settlements did not really exist and the border between each clan was rather fuzzy.

However, “Kautuszang”, which was the middle class of the clan system found to be 

the major effect to the distribution of the settlements among the other class of the clan 

system. On the other hand, the physical environment, such as slope, water resource, 

affected the location of the settlements in smaller spatial scale than the clan system. 

The clan system, especially the middle class, and the physical environment both 

played important roles in the distribution of the settlements of Bunun people before 

1930s.

What’s more, it is found that the border of the territory of Isbukun is more clearly 

than that of Takbanuaz. It may be caused by their origination. Furthermore, it is found 

that several settlements located outside of the boundary of the clan, making the border 

fuzzy. Those settlements might cross the border through the relationship of affinity, or 

the friendly relationship of Gavian. Regardless of the outliers, the distribution of the 

settlements was limited by the boundary of Kautuszang, and made selection among

different physical environment, which wass smaller in spatial scale.

Keywords: the Bunun people, clan system, distribution of settlements, PGIS
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