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Investigationon the property of the two-character words with the same
font and meaning in both Chinese and Japanese

--focus on the adjective--

Abstacts

For the 2-character words with the same font and meaning in Chinese and
Japanese, in spite of the same font and meaning in both Chinese or Japanese, it is
common that their property varies. In Chinese and Japanese, there are many words with
the same font. For the Japanese learners whose mother tongue is Chinese, this is
doubtlessly a great help. However, it cannot be denied that it is also possible for them to
misuse such words due to the influence of their mother language.

This research investigated the word property conversion of the two-character
words with the same font and meaning in Chinese and Japanese. Based on the Level 1
and 2 Vocabulary Table in Japanese Language Proficiency Test Question Generation
Baseline, Revised \ersion (2002), we selected the two-character words with the same
font and meaning in Chinese and Japanese. Then, with the investigation baseline in
accordance with the dictionaries and corpus, as far as the two-character adjective with
the same font and meaning in Chinese and Japanese are concerned, we made survey of
their properties after they were converted to Japanese, and investigated the
characteristics of the word property.

According to the research results, the two-character adjectives with the same font
and meaning in Chinese and Japanese that remain adjective in Japanese amount up to
80%. As for the remaining 15% of such adjectives, they have already changed to the

property other than adjective. In addition, regarding the 15% of the Chinese words with



different properties before and after converted to Japanese, those that have changed to
the nominal verb occupy the most part. To view from the semantic level, it has been
learned that most words in such type have the common characteristic of "change."
Through our investigation, it has been found that among the two-character words
with the same font and meaning in both Chinese and Japanese (with the property of
adjective in Chinese), over 80% of the Chinese words have the adjective property in
Japanese. In other words, as long as we can control the 15% of those with inconsistent
properties, especially the characteristics of the nominal verbs after conversion, is very

helpful for us to learn Japanese, which is the important achievement in this research.

Keywords: the words with the same font in Chinese and Japanese; words with the same

font and meaning; two-character Chinese; word property; adjective
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