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The Taichung City Council and Taichung County Council were governed by two 
contrasting political entities before the merger in 2010. The former was operated by the 
caucus, while the latter was run by sub-groups consisting of the Red Faction and Black 
Faction. However, a watershed moment had been reached as the two regions merged to 
become a special municipality in 2010. Yet, due to the change of political ambiance, 
what followed was a series of skirmishes.  

Although the first mayoral seat was garnered by Mr. Hu Chih-chiang, previously 
from the Provincial Taichung City, the Taichung City Council election then was 
overwhelming won by the former county councilors. With the joint efforts of the Red 
and Black Faction, the two factions’ heads had been sworn in as the council speaker 
and deputy speaker, bringing the sub-group culture into the City Council. Later on, 
Tong Xin Association and Ri Xin Association were formed, gradually wielding a 
greater political influence than the KMT caucus upon the Council’s operation.  

To better understand why such sub-group culture prevails after the merger of 
Taichung City and Taichung County, this study will look into three aspects, namely the 
formation of sub-groups after the merger, the interaction between the sub-groups and
the KMT caucus, and the operation efficacy of the sub-groups. The research 
observation can be encapsulated as follows: (1) the county councilors authoritatively 
dominated the merged Taichung City Council with their stength principle; (2) the 
county councilors are strongly incentivized to form and/or join sub-groups; (3) the 
county councilors are the ones that have the biggest say in governing the sub-groups; 
(4) the sub-groups have gained an upper hand against the KMT caucus; (5) the trigger 



V 

behind the friction has evolved from power balance to a fairer distribution of resources 
between the two regions; (6) the transition processes undergone by Tong Xin 
Association and Ri Xin Association are poles apart; and (7) the sub-groups in the short 
term will continue to flex their political might.

 

 



VI 



VII 

 

 



VIII 

 



1 

                                                      
1



2 



3 

                                                      



4 



5 



6 



7 

 



8 



9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



14 



15 



16 



17 



18 



19 



20 



21 



22 



23 



24 



25 



26 



27 



28 



29 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 

 

 



30 



31 



32 



33 



34 



35 



36 



37 



38 



39 



40 



41 



42 

     /   
       
       
       
      2012.11.28

 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       



43 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
      

 
       
       
       
       
       
 

 
     

 
 

     

      
 

       



44 



45 



46 



47 



48 



49 



50 



51 



52 



53 



54 



55 



56 



57 

                                                      
3 74 1

3 2

3 3

4  
4

 



58 



59 



60 



61 



62 



63 



64 



65 



66 



67 



68 



69 



70 



71 



72 



73 

                                                      
5 

 



74 



75 



76 



77 



78 



79 



80 



81 



82 



83 



84 



85 



86 



87 



88 



89 



90 



91 



92 



93 



94 



95 



96 



97 



98 



99 



100 



101 



102 



103 



104 



105 



106 



107 



108 



109 



110 



111 



112 



113 

Gallin, Bernard. 1968. “Political Factionalism and Its Impact on Chinese Village Social 

Organization in Taiwan in Marc J. Swartz, ed. Local-Level Politics: Social and 

Cultural Perspectives. Chicago: Aldine, 377-400. 

Jacobs, Bruce. 1980. Local Politics in a Rural Chinese Cultural Setting: A Field Study 

of Mazu Township, Taiwan. Canberra: Contemporary China Centre, Research 

School for Pacific Studies, Australian National University. 

Parsons, Talcott. 1949. The Structure of Social Action: A Study in Social Theory with 

Special Reference to a Group of Recent European Writers. New York: The Free 

Press.

Wu, Nai-Teh( ).1987. The Politics of a Regime Patronage System: Mobilization 

and Control within an Authoritarian Regime. Ph.D. dissertation. University of 

Chicago, Department of Political Science.



114 



115 

 

 

2010

1

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  

 

 

 

 



116 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2  

 

 

 

  



117 

 



118 

  



119 

 

 

 

 

1

 

 

1

 

 

 

 

 


