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Regional economic and trade issue has always been a popular subject in present 
international relations, especially some mega-FTAs that are growing in a flourishing 
scale in Asia-Pacific area. As one of the most important actors in Asia, Japan not only has 
the close relationship with the U.S. and China, but also possesses outstanding economic 
power. Therefore, there is no reason for Japan to be absent from the stage of the mega-
FTAs. However, it seems that the regional economic interaction do not help to ease the 
conflicts around Japan. This situation casts doubts on whether liberalism could explain 
the action that a country takes in economic field. The rebalance strategy of the U.S. and 
the rising of China indicate that the offensive realism is still the main stream in the Asia-
Pacific area and has impacted on the game of the brand new mega-FTAs nowadays.

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), Japan-China-Republic of Korea FTA (JCK FTA) 
and Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) are the mega-FTAs that are 
closely linked to Japan’s FTA policy. These three mega-FTAs have become a diplomatic 
tool for Japan to intesify its political and economic capability in Asia Pacific region. 
Further, using FTA as a diplomatic tool also helps Japan to enhance its international 
standing and prestige. In addition, acting as ‘buck-catcher’ in Asia helps Japan to 
strengthen the US-Japan alliance which enables Japan to compete with China and protect 
its own national interest.

The findings in this thesis suggest that the power is still the basis of great power 
politics. Countries can nearly get rid of the prediction and pattern of offensive realism. 
The competition between the U.S. and China focuses on a wide range of aspects, which 
raises the tensions in Asia Pacific region. While enhancing the US-Japan relations, TPP 
dominates other members by high level regime and raises the tension between Japan and 
China. The cooperation between Japan, China and South Korea leads to the fear toward 
each other. In addition, three countries cannot be statisfied with the power distribution. 
RCEP also becomes the field which Japan and China strive for the power and leadership 
face to face. Accordingly, Japan now needs not only a positive and even aggressive 
leadership, such as Abe government, but also policies that would make an effort to the 
success of TPP and RCEP. The implementation of TPP and RCEP would lead to the Free 
Trade Area of the Asia Pacific (FTAAP). Only in this circumstance could Japan ensure 
its national security and the national interest in this power game of the great nations. 

Keywords: Offensive Realism, Japan’s Foreign Policy, FTA, TPP, JCK FTA, RCEP
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AFTA
ASEAN Free Trade Area

APEC
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

CEPEA
Comprehensive Economic Partnership in East Asia

EPA
Economic Partnership Agreements

EAFTA
East Asia Free Trade Area
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Free Trade Agreements

FTAAP
Free Trade Area of the Asia Pacific
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Official Development Assistance

RCEP 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
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rules of origin
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Trans-Pacific Partnership
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