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Taiwanese Children’s Knowledge of Legal
Terminology and Perceptions of Separation

Scenarios in Child Custody Disputes

I-An, Su

Abstract

The present study examined age-related trends in Taiwanese children’s knowledge
of legal terminology and perceptions of separation scenarios commonly used in child
custody disputes. Participants were 114 elementary school students comprising 3 groups
of 36 in low grades, 40 in middle grades, and 38 in high grades. Grade-related trends
emerged in children’s knowledge of 18 legal terms, their errors response types of terms,
and amount of information in responding to a story with separation scenarios. Factors,
such as verbal skills and legal-related television programs/movies watching experiences,
are correlated with children’s communicative abilities pertaining to providing testimony.
Implications of future research and applications on court preparation and training of
legal professionals are discussed.

Key words: child custody disputes, child witness, forensic interviewing
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