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Transplanting Modernity: On Modern Architecture

In Postwar Taiwan

Li-Yu Hsu®

Abstract

To respond to the questions of Modern Architecture in postwar Taiwan, this paper is
based on the research of history. The approach is reconstructed for re-contextualizing
the concept of “architecture is the product of specific society”. Reconsidering the
architectural agency, the arguments of the Pavilion Republic of China design in the
Osaka Expo in 1970 are reviewed under the conjugation of the nation-state and the
society. To begin with macro-narrative before and after 1970 is to re-create the
multiple visions. These paragraphs reconstruct the context of history to visualize the
transparency of the building. Through it, we are able to see the connections among the
building, the nation’ s political economic negotiations, social transformation, and the
cultural identity. This kind of modern architecture looks like a physical space with
modern form; in fact, it is a flowing space and an institute. In the conclusion of this
dissertation, the historical context is examined to construct the discourse of
Transplanting Modernity. Author emphasizes that the contemporary architectural
profession should re-construct epistemological approach of seeing the possible
initiative and transforming within “modern-architecture-history” to re-understand

Architecture and Modernity in postwar Taiwan.

Keyword: transplanting modernity, modern architecture, cultural reflexivity, postwar

Taiwan, the recreation of people’s livelihood
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" &7 8 Corresponding to the form of the new means of production, which in the beginning is still
ruled by the form of the old (Marx), are images in the collective consciousness in which the new is
permeated with the old. These images are wish images; in them the collective seeks both to overcome
and to transfigure the immaturity of the social product and the inadequacies in the social organization

of production.
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Y JE37 B Photographs are a way of imprisoning reality, understood as recalcitrant, inaccessible, of
making it stand still. Or they enlarge a reality that is felt to be shrunk, hollowed out, perishable, remote.
One can’t possess reality, one can possess (and be possessed by) images.
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® 537 B As a member of the group which toured the Kaohsiung factories earlier this summer, |
thought you might like to have these pictures. Perhaps they will serve as a permanent reminder of a
visit which, | think you will agree, was most profitable both from the point of a view of education and
public relations.
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¥ ESCR

Free China's economy has "taken off" and will soar to satisfying heights, bringing increased satisfactio
n and a higher standard of living.
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e

! JE S Fy:The from the outset it should be made clear that the Christian College on Formosa is
intended to serve the people of Formosa, whatever their origins, and is not a refugee institution; that it
should be planned and maintained on a modest scale as to plant and budget; and that its educational
program should not be an automatic copying of that of the past but should attempt to meet the needs
aspirations of the Christian community on Formosa in as fresh and imaginative a pattern as possible.
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