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Abstract

In Taiwan, Twitch.tv game live-streaming has rapidly become public issue and is
regarded as new type of fan economy. However, the related issues are not fully explored
such as its new online social-life, cultural practice and consumption process.
Specifically, the purpose of this study is to analyze the formation of the fan economy in
the Twitch.tv, and explain why the audience develop community cultures that
simultaneously resist and accept capitalism at the same time, and how the audience

resolve such contradictions.

Fan economy is a dynamic social process. In order to examine the fan economy
more appropriately and echo the recent fans studies’ research agenda, the economy
avtivity in Twitch.tv is divided into three different but deeply intersected parts : the
production, the demand and the transaction. The study answers following questions by
participating and observing the game livestreaming, and using in-depth interviews with
27 fans (including streamers and audience). First of all, | explore the technology designs
and system arrangements of the online space where streamers generate video-content,
and illustrate the characteristics of products. Secondly, in the demand sphere, | explore
how the audience with diverse expectations shape the process of live-streaming. Finally,
during the transaction, | analyze how the audience realize their purposes through
consumption and explain how their interpretation and action maintain the fan economy

and balance its paradox.

The major findings are as follow: (1) In terms of the nature of its commodity and

the mode of operation, the Twtich.tv platform mainly sells two major items,
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"spectatorship of game-playing™ and "social interaction”, and the fan leads its economy
activity. In this case, traditional large capitalists or commercial companies are replaced
by streamers, the " entrepreneur of the self". The nature of "the entrepreneur of the self"
are embodied in the combination of products, self-image and producer through the
assemblage of technology. (2) in terms of the diverse needs of its audience, the platform
satisfies the computer gamer’s special emotional structure and needs. In this virtual
space, the fans can actualize self, fulfill dreams, and solve the loneliness. Among them,
fans immerse and engaging the game world as well as peeping and obscene behind the
computer. That are important driving forces. (3) On its consumption process, the core of
the fan economy is emotional connection and conversation. However, when social or
emotional communication is mixed with other interests, people often doubt their true
and sincere. Coupled with the fact that the only and effective exchangeable “thing” is
money. On the one hand, money is the easiest and most effective means of building
relationships. On the other hand, money leads to the inherent contradictions of the fan
economy. (4) However, the aforementioned tension between money and affect or gift
and commodity is not impossible to resolve, because money can be used as a measure
of the monetary form of goods as well as a form of gifts at the same time. Different
forms of money and its diverse social meaning, so that the actors can change the nature
of the commodity trade and the reciprocal relationship of gifts, such as the fact that the
streamers and the audience take the rhetoric of gifts or extend the exchange cycle

strategy.

Finally, the theoretical and empirical contribution of this paper is the analysis on
how the individuality and agency of fans dominate the operation of the fan economy,

responding to the issue of exchange of gifts and commodity economy within sociology

X
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and cultural anthropology. In terms of empirical contribution, the study adds and
enriches our understanding of the game live streaming from the perspective of the actors
and respond to the fans study’ long-term debate on digital labor and participatory

culture.

Keywords: game live-streaming, fan economy, social-technical architecture of

digital labor, the gift and commodity economy

Xi
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