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Abstract

This thesis uses a local perspective to discuss how Tokitok (c.1810- ¢.1873), the
chief of a quasi-regime organization in Henchun peninsula called “Lonckjouw 18
Tribes,” and his successor took advantage of their diplomatic craft with the cultural
and social elements in order to deal with foreign powers such as the Qing government
and the U.S. and Japanese military forces and maintained their autonomy maximally.
Through the case of Lonckjouw 18 Tribes, we can not only rethink the autonomy of
Lonckjouw but approach the Taiwan society under the Qing regime from a new

perspective. The discussion in each chapter unfolds as follows.

Chapter two reexamines the existing literature to rebuild the “commonality”
and the picture of Lonckjouw before the opening of treaty ports in the second half of
the nineteenth century. | discover that there have been a prominent “monarch of
Lonckjouw” and “the structure of eighteen tribes” since the seventeenth century. The
settlements of Lonckjouw sometimes form alliance or conflict with one another in
their trading and marriage networks. These trading networks connect western Taiwan
with eastern Taiwan across the Aboriginal Boundary. | call them “the aboriginal goods

trading outside the Aboriginal Boundary.”

Chapter three discusses the conclusion and recognition of “the Treaty of South
Cape” signed by Tokitok and Charles le Gendre (1830-1899). The analysis of
Tokitok’s rhetoric and attitude in the public space shows that the Treaty of South Cape
is a personal diplomatic relationship between Tokitok and le Gendre. Tokitok wanted
to rebuild the structure of eighteen tribes and to renew his power by negotiating on
behalf of the eighteen tribes. However, his attempt to change the wreckage
management practice was challenged by other tribes. The Ryukyu Castaway Incident

in 1871 illustrated how Tokitok failed to regulate the existing practice.

Chapter four reconstructs the process of the 1871 Ryukyu Castaway Incident,

which is known as a trigger for the Japanese invasion of Taiwan in 1874. | discover
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that the 1871 incident, in which the Ryukyu castaways were received and killed by the
aborigines, was not a random incident. It was an example showing how the aboriginal
goods trading outside the Aboriginal Boundary operated. This trade system was
enmeshed in the castaway repatriation system of the Qing government and the junk
trade across the Aboriginal Boundary. Secondly, this chapter discusses how Yeesuk,
the deputy of the chief, responded to the Japanese military invasion. Yeesuk
successfully resolved the crisis of his tribes and used this opportunity to put under his
control again the Boudan tribes’ alliance in the north. Finally, this chapter discusses
the meaning of the rise of the new chief successor, Pan Wen-jie (1854-1905). Pan
Wen-jie, Tokitok’s nephew and adopted son, was born in a Hakka village. His keen
political insight and social networking with the Boudan tribes’ alliance allowed him to
overcome the disadvantage of his lineage and to become the successor. That was the
reason why Pan Wen-jie could maintain the structure of eighteen tribes for 20 years
and had a magnificent performance during the beginning of the Japanese Colonization

Era.

Keywords: Lonckjouw 18 Tribes, Tokitok, Rover Incident, Japanese invasion of

Taiwan in 1874, aboriginal goods trade, Treaty of South Cape, Pan Wen-jie
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