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[ 42]

The scholar-officials and literati immigrating south in Tang Dynasty not only
contributed to the spread of culture, but also mapped the literary geography of their
settlement region in southern China. The majority of researches in the literature of
southern China in Tang Dynasty has mainly focuses on the works of relegated
officials or the officials far away from home. These researches explore how the space
was presented and mental state was depicted in a non-Central Plain region in the
literature. This study supports the notion that those poetic writing of the literati was an
important clue to understand the nature of southern China in Tang dynasty. This study,
however, also examines its authoritativeness and canonicity, considering whether it
excludes the other ways to perceive the “South™ Three geographical descriptions in
the mid-and late Tang period — Beihulu by Duan Gonglu, Manshu (literally means
“Barbarous Document”) by Fan Chuo, and Guilin fengtu ji ("Land and people of
Guilin™) by Mo Xiufu — are selected as the subjects for this study. The study looks
into the three books which have long been neglected or simply considered to be
historical resources of local gazetteers. The purpose is to complement the deficiency
of the researches in the literature of southern China in Tang Dynasty and try to create
a new dimension of research perception. One the other hand, it also explores how
those writers on the edge of “Hua-Xia” — the territory of Han Chinese culture —
perceive, depict, and even construct the “South” in their sight.

This study has indicated that the texts of the geographical descriptions for “South”
in Tang Dynasty were not merely objective observations but the authors’ recognition
and imagination of the local. To be more specific, these geographical descriptions for
“South” were not just historical documents, they also showed the dialectics of Hua—Yi
distinction (Sino—barbarian dichotomy), the understanding of the local, and people’s
self-positioning.In Duan Gonglu’s Behulu, we can see how those unusual, exotic and
precious plants and animals in Lingnan region were recorded in the literature, being
decoded and interpreted comprehensively as the elements of the “Territory of South”
in the memory of history under the sight of “Beihu”. And Fan Duo even finished

Manshu for Yunnan, which he had never been to, in the background of the war
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between Tang and Nan Zhao. He traced back to the “old land” they’d lost, summoning
the heroes of Han, such as Ma Yuan and Zhuge Liang, in his writing. The book,
consequently, was just not a local gazetteer for geographical record but one in
mourning the victims under the shadow of war. And “Guilin fengtu ji” presented
another aspects of the border area of southwestern China. Through the literature
record of the heritage of poems, history and gods, Mo Xiufu not only presented the
astonishing natural scenery of Guelin, but also portrayed the image of Chinese garden
from literati's vision. To sum up, these writings for non-central plain areas of China in
Tang Dynasty made us not only rediscover “the others” that we’ve overlooked, but
also examine and argue the essence of “the center”. In this sense, these geographical
descriptions and their knowledge construction, no doubt, has value as geographical
documents. The most important point, however, is that these geographical
descriptions exhibit how “the South” was like under the Tang people’s perception and

cognitive frames.

Keywords: writing for the south, geographical descriptions, cultural geography
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