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Abstract

Firearms are not Taiwanese aborigines own invention, but blend into aborigines’
society and culture gradually. This paper describes the process that Taiwanese
aborigines how to get firearms, how firearms blend into aborigines culture, and how the
modern governments deprived them of firearms.

Firearms came from foreign culture for Taiwanese aborigines. Han people
smuggled firearms into tribes. Besides, the Qing army also legally or illegally give the
firearms to Taiwanese aborigines. But the Taiwanese aborigines are not passively
accepted firearms, Han people must follow the Taiwanese aborigines original rules of
exchange, or must have the identity of aborigines to exchange or at least need to
establish relationships with aborigines. Firearms continue to spread from one tribe to the
other tribe with aborigines own exchange networks.

When we know how the firearms spread to Taiwanese aborigines, we need to
understand the firearms how to use in the Taiwan’s aboriginal culture. Bunun, for
example, its Hunting, Head-hunting and Ceremonies use firearms. In Hunting and
Head-hunting, firearms are important weapons. In Ceremonies or other cultures,
firearms are not only weapons but also have other meaning. Firearms spread from Han
people, but Bunun have produced the unique concept of firearms.

Therefore, when Bunun meet the modern government, two sides had disagreement on
the firearms. The Japanese colonial government is the first modern government for
Bunun. Whether it is for the security needs or economic development, or as the colonial
government officials claim that it is for help Taiwanese aborigines to depart from

hunting. Firearms had become a primary concern of the colonial government. Starting
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with the investigation, the colonial government clarified the sources of firearms, and
then recorded the number of the firearms in the tribes, finally forced all aborigines give
up all firearms.

Suddenly Bunun lost all of their firearms, in the meantime Bunun started to resist the
colonial government. The resistance is much more than the original estimate on the
colonial government and lasted for a very long time. Why are the friendly "southern
aborigines " suddenly turn into the "violent barbarian "? Maybe it is the firearms
collection. The colonial government always defined firearms as weapons witch used in
hunting and head-hunting. While the colonial government also agree with firearms is
very important in Bunun, but the importance is just for survive. For Bunun, the firearms
have more and deeper meanings in their culture. Firearms collection is not just a
question of survival but a cultural conflict. Bunun suddenly must had gave up a lot of
their culture, and therefore choose to resist the colonial government. In 20 years’
resistance, Bunun lost the war, and then the firearms were controlled by the colonial
government. Maybe the colonial government is gone, but the problem is still a problem

now.

Keywords: Firearms, Taiwanese Aborigines, Bunun, Hunting, Head-hunting, Japanese
Colonial Period, Official Control of Firearms, Aboriginal Governing
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