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Abstract

Family Act was enacted in 2013. Family courts are authorized to intervene child
custody decision, child-parent meeting arrangement, and child care expense
distribution. Also, a new position, the family matters investigation officer, was
created in the Act who would investigate facts regarding to the best interest of child
custody. In the past, only social workers from social welfare departments involves in
custody investigation. With family matter investigation officers joining the
investigation, how they would interact with social workers in the investigation? And
how the two investigations would influence the moral conviction of judges from
family courts? And how the best interest of child custody would look like in the end
of investigation?

A mixed method of quantitative and qualitative approaches was used to examine
the above questions. First, the study sampled ninety-one ruling reports on custody
investigation between 2013 and 2017 from online system of family courts. Content
analysis was used to extract the key indicators considered in making judgment on
appropriate custody from court judges, family matter investigation officers, and social
workers from social welfare departments. Afterwards, seven family matter
investigation officers were in-depth interviewed about how they interact with social
workers in custody investigation and what they thought about the key indicators to
address the best interest of child custody.

Findings indicated that social workers carried only one time investigation as a
function of initial screening for the courts. And then the courts would assign family
matter investigation officers to follow up the investigation, if necessary for the judges
to make appropriate custody. The investigations could be more than one time. In
helping the court to form the moral conviction on the custody, social workers and
family matter investigation officers seemed to work with a supplementary role on
investigation. However, regarding the key indicators for the best interest of child
custody, family matter investigation officers seemed to put more emphasis on
friendly-parent principles as an important indicator for a good custody. Otherwise,
both seemed to have much agreement on the indicator of quality of care, such as
parenting abilities, main-caregiver principles and relationships between children and

parents.
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In conclusion, the study questions whether the overlapping investigation from
family matter investigation officers and social workers is necessary. It seems that
family matter investigation officers, a new position for the family court, carried out
the custody investigation in the same way with social workers from social welfare
departments. But in considering only few family matter investigation officers in
position, the current system of overlapping investigations would last for some time.
To be effective, it is strongly suggested that family courts should expand the current
man power of family matter investigation officers more quickly than ever. In
indicators considered in the custody ruling, it is observed that friendly-parent
principle is emphasized more than quality of care. How the principle could influence
the logic of courts’ ruling on the best interest of child custody is needed to be

examined further.

Key word: Family Act, social worker, family matter investigation officer, the best

interests of the child, child custody, friendly-parent principle
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fifek = : BT - KEHEE - EZRFERZTRBREL

ASGREVUSRIEH B T5 EN R RE e R 5 EELE A2GR &

BMERs Z 578

1. A+A BIG

A+A R H fi — Bt TH ENER

ZERNE N(%) Z 78

A BRI FE B A IR 14(87.5) 2
SCRBHIREE T 11(68.8) 1.37
SCREERA 10(62.5) 1.16
YRR 10(62.5) 1.16

i = PRI 9(56.3) 0.95

B 2LISNE 9(56.3) 0.95
T2 Bk 8(50.0) 0.74
TR R R Al / A 1 SR ) 8(50) 0.74
KERE 4(25) -0.11
SCEES ORI 2(12.5) -0.53
EARAERERET] 2(12.5) -0.53
TR 1(6.3) -0.74

T2 EHE A E 4205 A 2 RS IR 1(6.3) -0.74
BT 1(6.3) -0.74

NE F A T HE R Al 0(0) -0.95
TR 0(0) -0.95
SCEHEER 0(0) -0.95
EAENETE 0(0) -0.95
ESYN 0(0) -0.95
BIFERHEGE BB 0(0) -0.95
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ATA T — ZEREEF BRR

ZERNE N(%) Z 78
SCEHRBREE ) 9(56.3) 1.36
SCRHRE BRI 8(50.0) MK
LIS 7(43.8) 0.86
REEE 5(31.3) 0.35
- SRR R A/ A R R A 5(31.3) 0.35
YRR 5(31.3) 0.35
SRS 3(18.8) -0.15
NEF A iRl 2(12.5) 0.4
TLUAFHR 2(12.5) 0.4
EOARNETR 2(12.5) 0.4
TR 1(6.3) -0.66
SCEHEER 1(6.3) -0.66
T Bk 1(6.3) -0.66
BT 1(6.3) -0.66
IR 1(6.3) -0.66
EARAERERET] 1(6.3) -0.66
T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 0(0) -0.91
SCEES ORI 0(0) -0.91
ESYN 0(0) -0.91
HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.91
A+A B — AP B R E
ERERE N Z 578
- SRR R A/ A R TR A 7(43.8) 1.12
SCEHRBRRE ) 6(37.5) 0.84
B 2LISNE 6(37.5) 0.84
FREFNN 4(25) 0.28
&35 3(18.8) 0
TR 2(12.5) -0.28
NEF A iRl 1(6.3) -0.56
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TR 1(6.3) -0.56
eSy=\H 1(6.3) -0.56
A BRI FE A IR 1(6.3) -0.56
T2 Bk 1(6.3) -0.56
i = PRI 1(6.3) -0.56
EARAERERT] 1(6.3) -0.56
SCEHEER 0(0) -0.84
T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 0(0) -0.84
SCBRRHAT 0(0) -0.84
SCEES ORI 0(0) -0.84
EOARNETR 0(0) -0.84
ESYN 0(0) -0.84
HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.84
2. EBEA

HEMN BT TEERE
EERE N Z 578
SRR E BRI 9(81.8) 1.74
SRR 9(81.8) 1.74
- SRR R A/ A R R A 8(72.7) 1.45
FREFNN 8(72.7) 1.45
SCRBHIREE T 7(63.6) 1.17
eSy=\H 6(54.5) 0.89
IR 4(36.4) 0.32
TR 2(18.2) -0.24
T2 ER 2(18.2) -0.24
T2 A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 1(9.1) -0.52
REEE 1(9.1) -0.52
NEF A iRl 0(0) -0.8
TR 0(0) -0.8
SCEHEER 0(0) -0.8
SCBRRHAT 0(0) -0.8
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SCEES ORI 0(0) -0.8

EAENETE 0(0) -0.8

ESYN 0(0) -0.8

HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.8

EARAERERET] 0(0) -0.8
HEMN -ZEREEEERER

EERE N Z 578

LTINS 6(54.5) 1.35

- SRR R A/ A R IR A 5(45.5) 1

TR 3(27.3) 0.29

SCEHRBRRE ) 3(27.3) 0.29

PRSI 3(27.3) 0.29

A BRI FE B A IR 2(18.2) -0.06

SCREERA 2(18.2) -0.06

TZER 1(9.1) -0.41

SCEES ORI 1(9.1) -0.41

EEARNETR 1(9.1) -0.41

SRR 1(9.1) -0.41

&35 1(9.1) -0.41

EARAERERETS] 1(9.1) -0.41

NEF A iRl 0(0) -0.77

TR 0(0) -0.77

SRR 0(0) -0.77

T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 0(0) -0.77

SCEREHTT 0(0) -0.77

ESYN 0(0) -0.77

HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.77

AR A EERE
ERERE N Z 578

169

doi:10.6342/N'TU201800925



TR RS R Al A 1 SR ) 4(36.4) 0.9
A BRI FE B A IR 3(27.3) 0.49
B 2LISNE 3(27.3) 0.49
SCEHRBRRE ) 2(18.2) 0.09
TR 1(9.1) -0.32
TR 1(9.1) -0.32
eSy=\H 1(9.1) -0.32
SCEREHTT 1(9.1) -0.32
SCEES ORI 1(9.1) -0.32
T Bk 1(9.1) -0.32
i = PRI 1(9.1) -0.32
FREFNN 1(9.1) -0.32
NEF A iRl 0(0) -0.72
SRR 0(0) -0.72
T2 A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 0(0) -0.72
EOARNETR 0(0) -0.72
RENRE 0(0) -0.72
ESYN 0(0) -0.72
BIFERHEGE L 0(0) -0.72
EARAERERET] 0(0) -0.72
3. A+BEIE

A+B M A — Bt THEERE
EERZE N Z 578
SCRERE BRI 37(75.5) 2.17
B 2LISNE 30(61.2) 1.59
SCREERA 28(57.1) 1.43
FREFNN 27(55.1) 1.35
SCEHRBREE ) 23(46.9) 1.02
TR R R Al A 1 SR 17(34.7) 0.52
i = PRI 16(32.7) 0.44
T2 ER 11(22.4) 0.03
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KR 7(14.3) 0.3
TR 4(8.2) -0.55
BT 3(6.1) -0.63
SCEES ORI 3(6.1) -0.63
T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 2(4.1) -0.71
EOARNETR 2(4.1) -0.71
TR ERERT] 2(4.1) -0.71
SCRHERE 1(2.0) -0.79
NEF A EEE Rl 0(0) -0.88
TR 0(0) -0.88
ESYN 0(0) -0.88
HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.88
A+B G — X BB EEZERNE

ERERNZE N Z 578
SRR 32(65.3) 2.13

KR 22(44.9) 1.19

- SRR R A/ A R R A 21(42.9) 1.1
SCEHRBRRE ) 20(40.8) 1

BT 12(24.5) 0.25
A BRI FE B A IR 9(18.4) -0.04
SCREERA 8(16.3) -0.13
IR 8(16.3) -0.13
SCEES ORI 7(14.3) -0.23
ERHERERT] 5(10.2) -0.42
TR 4(8.2) -0.51

T2 Bk 4(8.2) -0.51

TR 3(6.1) -0.6

T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 3(6.1) -0.6
EEARNETR 3(6.1) -0.6

ESYN 1(2.0) -0.79
HIREEGEE AL 1(2.0) -0.79
NEF A iRl 0(0) -0.89
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SCEHEER 0(0) -0.89
SCBRRHAT 0(0) -0.89
A+B B G — AR BRE
EERE N Z 578
- SRR R A/ A R R A 21(42.9) 1.39
LIS 16(32.7) 0.86
KR 13(26.5) 0.55
FREFNN 9(18.4) 0.13
TLUAFHR 8(16.3) 0.02
SRS 5(10.2) -0.29
A BRI FE B A IR 5(10.2) -0.29
T2 Bk 3(6.1) -0.5
SCEHRBREE ) 3(6.1) -0.5
EARAERERET] 3(6.1) -0.5
BT 2(4.1) -0.61
TR 1(2) -0.71
SCEES ORI 1(2) -0.71
i = PRI 1(2.0) -0.71
HIRrEGEE AL 1(2.0) -0.71
NEF A iRl 0(0) -0.82
SCEHEER 0(0) -0.82
T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 0(0) -0.82
EEARNETR 0(0) -0.82
ESYN 0(0) -0.82
4. A+A FIEEF
A+A BT —BE T THBRZER
FEERE N AR i1
SCRERE BRI 6(66.7) 1.94
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B 2LISNE 6(66.7) 1.94
- SRR R A/ A R R A 5(55.6) 145
SRS 4(44.4) 0.96
FREFNN 4(44.4) 0.96
T2 ER 3(33.3) 0.47
REEE 3(33.3) 0.47
TR 2(22.2) -0.02
T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 2(22.2) -0.02
SCEHRBRRE ) 2(22.2) -0.02
TR 1(11.1) -0.52
SCBRRHRAT 1(11.1) -0.52
SCEES ORI 1(11.1) -0.52
i = PRI 1(11.1) -0.52
NEF A iRl 0(0) -1.01
SCEHEER 0(0) -1.01
EAENETE 0(0) -1.01
ESYN 0(0) -1.01
HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -1.01
EARAERERET] 0(0) -1.01
A+A B — R EREE S ERER
ERERE N Z 578
SRR 8(88.9) 2.78
SCEHRBRRE ) 6(66.7) 1.86
FREFNN 5(55.6) 1.41
A BRI FE B A IR 4(44.4) 0.95
SCREERA 3(33.3) 0.49
&35 3(33.3) 0.49
- SRR R A/ A R R A 3(33.3) 0.49
NEF A iRl 1(11.1) -0.42
T2 Bk 1(11.1) -0.42
T2 B A L [E] A= 05 A 2 FE BB AR 1(11.1) -0.42
IR 1(11.1) -0.42
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TR 0(0) -0.88
TR 0(0) -0.88
SCEHEER 0(0) -0.88
SCEREHTT 0(0) -0.88
SCEES ORI 0(0) -0.88
EAENETE 0(0) -0.88
ESYN 0(0) -0.88
HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.88
ERRAERERT] 0(0) -0.88
A+A Bl — AP E BN
EERE N Z 578
- SR R A/ A R R A 5(55.6) 1.68
SRR 4(44.4) 1.18
SCEHRBREE ) 3(33.3) 0.69
SCREERA 2(22.2) 0.19
RS 2(22.2) 0.19
TR 1(11.1) -0.31
T2 Bk 1(11.1) -0.31
T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 1(11.1) 0.31
&35 1(11.1) -0.31
NEF AR 0(0) -0.8
TR 0(0) -0.8
SCEHEER 0(0) -0.8
SCBRRHRAT 0(0) -0.8
A BRI FE B A IR 0(0) -0.8
SCEES ORI 0(0) -0.8
EAENETE 0(0) -0.8
IR 0(0) -0.8
ESYN 0(0) -0.8
HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.8
EARAERERET] 0(0) -0.8

174

doi:10.6342/N'TU201800925



5. A+BRUgiF

A+B AR — Bt THENER

EERZE N Z 558
A BRI FE B A IR 5(83.3) 2.69
YRR 4(66.7) 2.01
SCREERA 3(50.0) 1.33
T2 EM 2(33.3) 0.65
LTINS 2(33.3) 0.65
T2 A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 1(16.7) -0.03
SCEREHTT 1(16.7) -0.03
i = PRI 1(16.7) -0.03
REEE 1(16.7) -0.03
SCEHRBRRE ) 1(16.7) -0.03
NEF A iRl 0(0) -0.72
TR 0(0) -0.72
TR 0(0) -0.72
SRR 0(0) -0.72
SCEES ORI 0(0) -0.72
ERENETE 0(0) -0.72
TR R R Al / A 1 SR ) 0(0) -0.72
ESYN 0(0) -0.72
BIFERHESE BB 0(0) -0.72
EARAERERET] 0(0) -0.72
A+B S - FEFEEEFERNR
EERZE N Z 578
&35 4(66.7) 2.39
SCEREHTT 2(33.3) 0.83
A BRI FE B A IR 2(33.3) 0.83
SCEES ORI 2(33.3) 0.83
TR R R Al A 1 SR 2(33.3) 0.83
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TR 1(16.7) 0.06

eSy=\H 1(16.7) 0.06

SCEHRBRRE ) 1(16.7) 0.06

B 2LISNE 1(16.7) 0.06

NEF A iRl 0(0) -0.72

TR 0(0) -0.72

SCRHERE 0(0) -0.72

T A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 0(0) -0.72

T2 Bk 0(0) -0.72

ERENETE 0(0) -0.72

i = PRI 0(0) -0.72

YRR 0(0) -0.72

ESYN 0(0) -0.72

HIREEGEE AL 0(0) -0.72

EARAERERET] 0(0) -0.72
A+B B S — AR BRE

EERE N Z 578

- SRR R A/ A R R A 3(50.0) 1.9

KR 2(33.3) 1.04

NEF A iRl 1(16.7) 0.19

TR 1(16.7) 0.19

SCREERA 1(16.7) 0.19

SCEREHTT 1(16.7) 0.19

B 2LISNE 1(16.7) 0.19

TR 0(0) -0.67

SRR 0(0) -0.67

T2 A L E 4205 A 2 RS IR 0(0) -0.67

A BRI FE B A IR 0(0) -0.67

SCEES ORI 0(0) -0.67

T2 Bk 0(0) -0.67

EAENETE 0(0) -0.67

i = PRI 0(0) -0.67
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