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Abstract

One of the most common ways that so-called “traditional” musics are studied is
systematic theorization, the trend of which is not only familiar to
(ethno)musicologists, but increasingly seen as necessary in the eyes of traditional
musicians who wish to see the tradition’s skills and aesthetics passed down
effectively and comprehensibly. Taking such systematic trends not without doubt, this
thesis conducts, tests, and works against the systematic endeavors at nanguan, a
music tradition played in southern Fujian, Taiwan, and Hokkien immigrant
communities in South East Asia. In nanguan terminology, huat can be seen as an
equivalent of music theory, as it designates the conventions that music players should
ideally conform to so as to render the music aesthetically in place. However, in
practice, huat can hardly be defined so outright clear as systematic endeavors attempt
to trim it down to be. In this thesis, I test and disentangle how well the converging and
diverging huat can be fit into the framework of systemization.

Among the various facets of huat, I focus on the huat of nanguan erxian bowing,
which has barely been explored in exisiting literature. To do so, nineteen videos of
five nanguan masters’ erxian playing are assorted, the bowing of which is then
carefully transcribed. In terms of representativity, the five masters, Ngoéo Khun-jin
(Wu Kun-ren; Taipei-based), Tiunn Hong-bing (Zhang Hong-ming; Tainan-based),
Sia Ing-khim (Xie Yong-qin; Tainan-based), Tiunn Tsai-ngéo (Zhang Zai-wuo;
Xiamen-based), and Ting Se-pin (Ding Shi-bin; Jinjiang-based), vary in their
geographical and musical backgrounds. To analyze the masters’ erxian bowing, pipa
fingering patterns are used as methodical lens through which these five masters’
bowing patterns and conventions are sampled, analyzed, and compared. On the whole,
by transcribing, collecting, sorting, and analyzing examples of five nanguan masters’
erxian bowing, I conduct a seemingly systematic investigation of the bowing Auat of
erxian, thereby delineating and exploring huat’s areas of convergence and divergence,
between which the latter is especially foregrounded to problematize the application of

systematic endeavors to a music tradition on the decline yet nevertheless alive.

Keywords: divergence, diversity, systemization, bowing, erxian, rhythm
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