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Abstract

This thesis focuses on the initial transformation occurred in Kenzaburd Oe’s Works from
the Early-term to the Middle-term. Following the research method of analyzing the
changes of power relationship among the characters in novels, 1 will interpret the meaning
of the course and cause of the story from the despair turning into the hope. Research
sequence will be as follows: fist, the study will confirm the writer’s starting point is the
consciousness problem of the “post-war generation”. And it means that under the power
structure, being afraid of losing “death and identity”, the “post-war generation” is in
fearful despair. Thus, the three works: the debut novel “The Strange Work”, the novel
“Aghwee the Sky Monster” which was influenced by the 1963 incident, and, the “A
Personal Matter”, which is considered initiating works of the Middle-term, will be chosen
as targets to research.

In this thesis, the image of “post-war generation” and “the war generation” depicted in
“The Strange Work” will be analyzed first. And next, it will be discussed how “the
imprisonment situation” created by the power structure affects the post-war society and
brings the despair to the main characters. Then, | will analyze the reason why they can’t
escape from the situation and the writer’s pursuit of the hope originated from Lu Xun.
The experience of “disabled child” and “HIROSHIMA” in 1963 affecting much on Mr.
Oe are related to the creation of “Aghwee the Sky Monster”. This part will focus on the
connection between “the generation” and “the individual” depicted in this novel; and
explain the process that the narrator “I” reveal the technique and senses inherited from
the Early-term’s works, which were challenged by the musician D and “Aghwee”, and
finally end in learning “the standard person” thought from atomic bomb victims. I will
interpret the whole process and further confirm the time when Oe’s Works began to
change. Then the emphasis will be laid on the main character, Bird’s “individual”
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characteristic of the “A Personal Matter”, as well as the changes of his relationship with
other characters. In this thesis, I will explain the despair hidden inside the “post-war

generation” combined with the problems of “disabled child”, and which made Bird rely

on whisky as the tool of “self-deception” for his conflict. Finally, Bird refuses to drink

alcohols, and decides to live on “standard”. This could be explained as the answer of the
expectation of “Love and Hope” to be rooted in the society.

Viewing from the above statements, it can be concluded that the transformation in
Kenzaburd Oe’s Works during the Early-term and the Middle-term, is the process to
answer the problems of “post-war generation” with the concept of “individual linking to
society”.

Keywords: Kenzaburd Oe, Despair, Hope, Post-war generation, Lu Xun, Hiroshima,

Power releationship
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