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Abstract

The Tourism, leisure activities and travel as social phenomenon are actually
more important beyond people’s daily understanding. Comparing with western
countries, the trend of Independent Travel has sprouted and grown after the end of the
martial law in 1987 in Taiwan. Moreover, the term, “backpacker” becomes trendy in
Taiwan after 2004.

This in-depth report thesis is aimed to depict the diverse independent travelers’
practice as a backpackers’ group image, including non-famous backpackers, travel
bloggers, travel writers and journalists. In the meantime, this report tries to dig out the
meaning of backpackers’ practice, drawing the unique world of backpackers for the
readers.

The so-called backpackers always travel with the limited budgets, so they have
their own perspectives about how to organize, proceed with the tour and how to
interpret their own sightseeing Iplaces, to practice their tourist gaze as John Urry
demonstrates. This report illustrates/that those backpackers could not only change
their values from their background, but also learnter-intimate the local lifestlyes and
social values. Nevertheless; they would, choose-the special-tourist places or set up the
unusual travel targets and purposes to/fulfill their own life experiences.

In the report, because the receht'h“‘c't-&péckers have more diverse purposes to
practice backpacking tour, somehow it c&illses the touristic foaming of backpacking.
Take the case of “Khao San Road” i 1n Thailand as example the backpackers, who are
proud of exploring the authentic local culture; on the contrary, gather in Khao San
Road, an artificial, unauthentic area that'is constructed for tourists.

In the end, this in-depth report revealed that when backpackers return, they tend
to share their various experiences and exotic impressions with others. However, that
how the backpackers describe their travel resumes, including the choices of travel
places and the explanation of travel experiences, is actually trying to distinguish and
label their own tastes and uniqueness.

This report also found that some people would choose to be backpackers with
their special life steps. After the turning points of life stage, some of them might not
use the way of backpacking to practice their travel plan, but they would still keep the
backpacking spirit, in terms of the life-long travelers with independent and unique

perspectives and attitudes.

Keywords: backpacker, independent travel, tourist gaze, Khao San Road, Couch

Surfing, travel blog.
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CouchSurfing is a worldwide network for making connections between
travelers and the local communities they visit.

SEARCH FOR A COUCH NOW!

Find an available couch
from the list below
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