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Although students commute is common in Taiwan, few people discuss thisissue. This study takes spatial
perspective to analyze the spatial distribution of students commuting and discuss affecting factors. This research
uses geographic information system (GIS), regression and spatial econometric model to analyze census data of

2000 and educational statistics from Ministry of Education.

There are two major conclusionsin this study. First, the study indicates that there is aregional inequality of
educational opportunitiesin Taiwan which relates to the distribution of population. Students commuting shows

regional difference between urban and rural areas, as well as between in-migration and out-migration.

Second, the study shows that educational opportunity is main factor for student commuting. Parents
commuting and region development also considerably affect student commuting. In addition, mother’s education
level is closely related to the likelihood of student commute. Finally,, this study also finds a neighborhood effect

on student commute. In other words, student commuting shows spatial heterogeneity.

Keywords: student commuting, educationa resources, unequal education opportunity, geographic information

system
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The geography of education remains an under-researched area (Taylor, 2001).
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