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Abstract

Although Japanese is generally classified as an accusative language in
linguistic typology, sentences with an ergative construction, such as
“Natsuko-wa Meron-ga SUKIDA”, are also very commonly seen. Therefore, if
we analyze the sentence above from the perspective of accusative language,
it will be very difficult to define the case marker ‘GA’. In the thesis, I will
review Japanese sentence construction from the viewpoint of ergative
language, and thereby redefine the case marker ‘GA’. Through the ergative
construction, the two funetions of ‘GA’ can be unified into one, which is
nominative case. Besides, by.seferring to the theory-of “Unaccusative
Hypothesis” and “Lexical Conceptua,lftructure”, I discuss the ergative
constructions in Japanese from both "{;}:;'syntax level and meaning level.
Finally, by comparing ergative QOnstru\'(;tion with accusative construction, I

will bring out the essence of the ergative construction in Japanese.

My conclusions are as follows: (i) The theory of Ergative constructions
in Japanese is tenable. The following is how it takes place: First, there is
something with certain qualities. Then people recognize it and hence the
emotional response. In other words, that objectivity turns into subjectivity is
the necessary element in the occurrence of the ergative construction in
Japanese. (ii ) Through the theory of LCS, the ergative construction (syntax
level) and the ergative predicates (meaning level) can be combined together.
Therefore, it is proved that the rule of the appearance in “external argument”

and “internal argument” will change and will be reflected in the syntax,

v



according to the degree of subjectivity in ergative predicates. Owing to the
difference in the appearance, I divided the ergative predicates into three
groups. (iii) Whereas ergative construction is with subjectivity, accusative
construction is with objectivity. Thus, the essence of the ergative lies in the
process, which happens incidentally while the causativization of subjectivity
1s taking place. This is conspicuous in Japanese syntactic phenomenon such

as “point of view” and “case arrangement”.

Keywords: case marker ‘GA’, nominative case, ergative construction,

Unaccusative Hypothesis, ILCS, subjectivity, causativization
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fex

REABEREE LCS — & (R+FIR)

L R FESEAY EfrES fE#{k X4 THIES
b ek H [BECOME [y BE AT-z]]
o5 (X (4:0] [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [BECOME [y BE AT-z]]
AV k5 [y BE AT-z]
AR b [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
AP FEkH [BECOME [y BE AT-z]]
AV il b [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [BECOME [y BE AT-z]]
H5 LAY [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [BECOME [y BE AT-z]]
@ Ly R H [y BE AT-z]
ELW FEBALRY [x ACT-ON'y] " CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
Bl ke AP |
BhLW FERIHE - [y BE AT-z]
BrLy fERIER [x ACT ONI'& FCAUSE [y BE AT-z]
BorLwn HehE [x Acpf 'r"" . Z
EL W ek H »' [ 2N '. i“, [y BE AT-z]
AELW ARy A AClI‘ iLON y] (;A{USE [y BE AT-z]
ELW JEfE [ AET] e 3 W
Mz x5 fEBALRY [x ACTHON..v] CAUSE [BECOME [y BE AT-z]]
Heu e v [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
A FERHE [y BE AT-z]
LA ALY [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
v FhE [x ACT]
B FERHE [y BE AT-z]
LW ALY [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
ALV FEnE [x ACT]
EF il b [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
It & LAY [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
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L RFELEA HativA- %3 ik 21k T ES
LW FHx kg [y BE AT-z]
LW AR [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
FKLW FhE [x ACT]

TED AR [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [BECOME [y BE AT-z]]

RE ALY [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]

L FHxtk [y BE AT-z]
oLy R [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]
L HihE [x ACT]

o ALY [x ACT ON y] CAUSE [y BE AT-z]

W Fxh s [y BE AT-z]

WBE ALY [y BE AT-z]

TF ALY [y BE AT-z]
MLy s A [x [y BE AT-7]
RAis ks 9P Acy0 [y BE AT-z]]
5D el . [y BE AT-z]]

2 (= ERL)





