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English summary

Taiwan aboriginal literature played a radical role during 1980s, exposed lots of ecologically,
socially, politically injustice based on cultural differences between Yuan( /& ) and Han( ;g ). Since
then, it became much harder for a pailang( v /2, a term used by aboriginals to reffer to Han ethic
people, originally means “bad guy” in Ban-lam-o€) to take the existing adventage for granted. But
how would aboriginal literature response when a political surpressure situation turned into (at least
surfacially) democratized social-system? How to deal with the recently released political space
which the next generation of aboriginal get used to it?

By asking “why aboriginal literature matters?”, instead of a widely disccused question: “what is
aboriginal literature?”, this thesis puts Taiwan aboriginal literature into the context of the
constraction of Taiwan nation-state, focuses on how aboriginal literature response against such
progress. In the mean time, this thesis considers existing discourse about Taiwan aboriginal
literature as the representation of such response, especially those from Walis. Norgan( X f £#7 « 3%
¥¥), Jhong-Cheng Pu (jf & =), Da-Chuan Sun(+% = "), who are known as advocater of following

three definition of Taiwan aboriginal literature: defining by language, subject, or writer's identity.

While discussing about existing discourse about Taiwan aboriginal literature, this thesis divides
these responses into two main streams: former two descript the identification toward particular
living style, cultural trandition; while latter one keeps the content of identity as wide as possible, let
aboriginal writers decide what should be the appearance of Taiwan aboriginal literature with their
texts. This thesis consider such definition is more helpful for Taiwan aboriginal literature to deal the
agenda about politics of recognition inside it's community, allows the diverse indivisuals present
their identities toward aboriginal in their own ways, therefore is more capable to deal with the
contemporary political issue of Taiwan aboriginal literature.

It doesn't mean that traditional agendas such as language right, and culture right are no longer
considered within Taiwan aboriginal literature. On the contrary, these are still core concern when
one care about Taiwan aboriginal's situation. But at first, these agendas can't be achieved within the
definition of aboriginal literature. Second, there are other adendas which are more capable for
aboriginal literature to deal with, such as the recognization of diversities within aboriginal
community. Therefore the anwser to this thesis's core question: “Why aboriginal literature matters?”
can be summed by following sentence: “'cause differences are not something we can ignore it and
achieve equal dignity.”

Keywords: aboriginal literature, politics of recognition, politics of identity, liberal multiculturalism
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