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Abstract

This thesis focuses on the personal ornaments which decorate the human bodies or
clothing from the Ki-Wu-Lan Site in the I-lan Plain. The Ki-Wu-Lan Site provides
excellent materials for discussing the role of the ornaments in the local culture. There
are two culture layers of the site, the Upper Culture Layer is 600-100 B.P. and the
Lower Culture Layer is 1300-800 B.P., all belong to the Iron Age. The ornaments
from the Upper Layer Culture are my main research target. According to the

ethnography and historical documents, the people of this period are Kavalan.

There were large quantity and various ornaments excavated from this site. Most
ornaments were exotic materials, which made of agate, glass and metal. However
there are still a small part of bone, wood and shell ornaments which were made by local
people. In this thesis, I focus on both temporal and spatial distribution of the
ornaments in order to understand how people use them. Firstly, | classify the
ornaments by there functions to establish the database, and then compare ornaments
from different contexts for discussing the characters and the way of wearing, and the
prevalence of decorations. Secondly, | crossly compare the archaeological materials and

documents, trying to present the inner perspectives of ornaments from local people.

It is concluded that the Ki-Wu-Lan society had their own cognition and rule of
classification of ornaments before the 17th century, when the outside forces such as
Spanish and Holland people came to Taiwan with lots of exotic goods. Not just for
decorating, most ornaments have their prestige and property meanings. The agate

beads and one kind of small bells even associated with women and children for identity,



and the other ornaments also have their value meanings in this culture. Through
rearranging the exotic ornaments with local materials, local people displayed their own

agency.

Finally, the view of the Ki-Wu-Lan society about ornaments can reveal the interaction
and trade network in northern Taiwan. Large quantities of ornaments excavated from
the site reflect not only the blooming business, which resulted from the outsiders, but

also showed the inner exchange requirements among local ethnic groups.

Keywords: Ki-Wu-Lan Site, Kavalan, exotic ornaments, agate beads, 17th century
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