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Abstract

In this dissertation | shall present an interesting remedy to two conflicting
theories of meaning, showing that they are both correct at the same time. On the one
hand, there is a theory of meaning advocated by Davidson which concentrates on
“truth condition”; on the other hand, there is a theory focusing on “the concept of use”
which Wittgenstein and Dummett favors. The controversy over these two theories has
become one of the most important and interesting issues in the philosophy of language.
Chapter Two is thus aimed at a reformulation, a critical discussion, and an evaluation
to these two different theories of meanings.

How to resolve this conflict? | shall point out thatvery frequently we apprehend
“meaning” in some single way ‘as.something eomposite, as being composed of two
independent faculties, . just like“the" concept™of ‘shape” is formed out of two
independent sense perceptions—touch and sight."With regard 'to.“meaning,” the two
faculties in question are the ability to represent the world and the ability to react with
evaluation,.which are.exactly what these two conflicting theories of meaning intend to
focus on. In this sense these twao.theories are both«correct, and | shall-call this the
“dissociation of the concept of meaning.”

What this phrase means can/beifurther explained by a variety of cases in Chapter
Three. Psychological studies/onperceptionhave-shown the existence of a special kind
of cases ‘€alled “double dissociation, in"Whichathe patient is deficient in the visual
content of either “reaction” or frepresentation,” lacking only one of them but not the
other; e.g. the patient may be blind in his representations but perform correctly in-his
reaction, or normal In his visual perceptionsbut unable to react properly. This shows
that'in processing visual infarmation there must be twa independent systems.

But are suchcases limitedto perceptions only, which have nothing to do with our
understanding 'of thoughts and meanings? Chapter Four-is a. detailed argument by
those cases such as Alzheimer - autism and acalculia. | shall’point;out that the case of
dissociation is a general phenamenon not only ‘in-perception but alsoe in thinking.
Cases show that some patients-lose their ability in‘reacting to values while retaining
their cognition to external information, but other-patients just exhibit the converse
abilities. These cases call for further investigations.

How can we explain such a phenomenon of dissociation? Chapter Five is such an
explanation to the double dissociation in thinking activities. | shall argue that in order
to explain the phenomenon of dissociation, it requires a two-deck model of thinking
which can account for our reception and processing of information. Meaning in
language is only one case in this model. In addition to theoretical investigations, |
shall also apply this model to some relevant cases about linguistic meanings. The
concept of meaning dissociation has, as | believe, not only theoretically necessity, but
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also empirical evidence.

But what does this treatment have anything to do with “philosophy” or “theory of
meaning” at all? Chapter Six provides the required connection. A comprehensive
understanding of meaning includes both “deliberative action”—speaking, and “correct
cognition”—listening. In philosophy, however, we are tempted to make a conceptual
connection for an agent between his correct cognition and his deliberative action, and
therefore tempted to dispute over the priority of two functions in these two different
systems, which we might misleadingly take as the same system. It is not the case that
a theory of meaning has two different functions, but rather that we have “two
theories” of meaning-with respect to speaking and listening.

Chapter Seven is an overview and development of the concept of meaning
dissociation: it sketches the cluesabout meaning dissociation,in the development of
the philosophy of language on.the one hand, and investigates, further connection and
development about dissociation systems. There should be. some close relationship
among those dissociation systems, which, as | see it, is a kind of empirical,connection
rather than ‘theoretical reduction..A number of philosophical controversies in other
areas can be said to result fram such an irreducibility, and can therefore'be“resolved to
some extent if the present approaehris correct.
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