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Abstract

This thesis started with clarification on the definition of “professional immigrant”
in this study. In the international literature, to distinguish from low-skilled immigrant
(or labor immigrant) and family immigrant, the employment immigrant with tertiary
education or special skill is usually called high-skilled immigrant or professional
immigrant. In Chinese high-skilled immigrant is easily regarded as high-technology
immigrant, in this regard, we use “professional immigrant” as defined by most

international literature.

The immigration system theory.is used to énalyze the causes of immigration. Four
functional imperatives are ‘used /for .eonsideration “of. immigration policy making.
Positive effects on immigration cou.n.t%f"offered by professional immigrant are
concluded through economical and sqcial-éhltural phaée analysis. It is further verified
by countries across different” continents with _their welcoming policy toward

professional immigrant.

Taiwan’s policy on professional immigrant is analyzed ; followed by a study on
the current status of professional immigrant in Taiwan. Several professional
immigrants of different nationalities were interviewed. Government officials, scholars,
representatives of private companies which are hiring foreign professionals were also

interviewed.

It is revealed that the definition of “professionals” in Taiwan’s immigration policy
IS more stringent than that of the international literature or other countries. In the

“professional and technical category of professionals”, the requirement for working

Vil



permit is two years’ working experience in related field after college graduation and
salary over average salary of all professionals in the country. This stringent
requirement raises complaints from private sectors as well as young candidates

especially those foreign students graduated from universities in Taiwan.

This policy can not be criticized as wrong policy if Taiwan government does not
want any negative effect on the job opportunities of Taiwanese newly graduates. What
this study trying to do is to reveal the conflicting nature of the policy - so called
“actively promoting professional immigrant to Taiwan”. \Very attractive scholarship is
provided to foreign students who want to study in Taiwan. One of the main purposes
of this scholarship is to introduce young foreign talents to work in Taiwan, while the
salary requirement almost prevents them from.working in Taiwan. This is only one of

the many examples of conflicting policies. The restilt is a shrinking population of

professional immigrants in Taiwan: i

This study suggested that lf)éfo_r'e a‘consensus on decreasing minimum salary
requirement can be achieved, two measureé can be taken to retain some foreign talents
while avoiding any adverse effect on the job opportunities of domestic college
graduates. One is a waiver can be provided to those foreigners with master or higher
degree of Taiwanese universities for their work permit application. Second is a quota
can be provided to private and public institutes. Within the quota, these institutes can
offer jobs to those foreign young talents who do not have Taiwanese master degree
nor acquire salary exceeding minimum salary requirement. These two measures can
provide some room for young professionals to work in Taiwan while the government

can still control the overall supply.

This study also proposed some measures to resolve or ease the various complaints

viii



and concerns of foreign professionals in Taiwan.

It is expected through this study, the reason of ineffective policy of introducing
foreign professionals can be explained. Remedies that are effective and cohesive can
be proposed. These remedies should prevent from adverse effect on job opportunities

of local Taiwanese and prevent from any concern of legitimacy.
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Personal Information
Name
Nationality
Education, Speciality
Working Experience
Family
Hobby

First arrival to Taiwan
Duration in Taiwan
Age

Date

Importance _Description (Evaluation)

Comparing to other countries

Information Access
Work
Life style
Language
Human Net Work
Internet
Procedure of visa application
Main Reason to come to Taiwan
Information Access
Procedure Entering to Taiwan
Initial Entering
Working Visa
Living Administrative Procedures
Foreigner Registration
Driver License
Bank Account
Credit Card
Utility, telephone, internet
Health Insurance (Jian Bad)
Hospital, registration
Insurance ;
School Registration )

Early Stage
(outside Taiwan)

Initial Migration

Importance

Deseription (Evaluation)

Comparing to other countries

Study and/or Work
Job (Study) Opportunities

Salary (Scholarship)
Working (Study) Environment

Application of professional skill

Learning of professional skill
Life

Living Expense

Living Convenience (Amenities)

Cultural Activity
Medical care
Safety
Environment, Public health
Sports
Tax Rate
Language
Convenience of English
Your Native Language
Weather
Food
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Importance Description (Evaluation) Comparing to other countries

People Discrimination
Friendly
Easy to get alone
Is people following the law

Easy Excess to Taiwanese Friends

Easy to make Friends with Taiwanese
Easy Excess to Friends of same nationality
Easy to make Friends with international people
Mai Willingness to Marry with Taiwanese
Quota of number
Limitation of Salary
Special Incentives

Special Allowance

Special Tax Benefit

Educational opportunity

Special Scholarship
Permission of relatives to migrate
Permission of relatives to Work
Origin country Help
Easy to access office of origin country

Long Stay(or Permanent Stay) j
Permanent immigration ¥ L 3

Procedure o
Number Quota : )
Citizenship S I, ~— L R
Procedure \ o)
@y
1 1
| <= | |
| | 11,-_-1_ '
| oL 11
[ | i1
] L Importance. Description (Evaluation) Comparing to other countries
Investment : .
Buy Real Estate
Buy Stock
Set up Company
Willingness to Yes Main Reason Next Reason
make Permanent stay
No Main Reason Next Reason

Plan to go to which country
Open Questions
Do you think any other country better than Taiwan? Why? Is using of English an important factor?

Which place you like to live in Taiwan?
What you suggest to company( university) to attract foreigners?

What you suggest to Taiwan government?
What you suggest to Taiwan general public?

Personal Related Issues
Past Relationship or Personal Relationship with Taiwan

Relatives or Friends in Taiwan

Proficiency of Using Chinese (‘and/or Taiwanese)
Satisfaction with the Work
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