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Abstract

After the end of the Cold War, the US stood alone at the pinnacle of world
power, resting on four historical legacies: military supremacy, globalization of its
economic institutions and ideals, a global network of alliances, and a status quo be-
neficial to US interests.

According to Neorealism and the Balance of Power theory, the supremacy of US
power gives rise to systemic incentives for other powers to balance against it.
According to these two theories, China is the state that is most likely to balance the
US due to its rising military power, growing political aspirations and increasing
energy needs, all of which are results of China's economic rise over the last three
decades.

Yet, as traditional theories focus on systemic and regional variables like power,
threat and regional social construction to explain balancing or the absence of it,
they fail to appreciate the effects that the restraints of national interests place on
balancing. As a result, they fall short in providing a satisfactory explanation as to
why China is faced with only weak incentives to balance the US, even in light of
potential conflicts over military and trade related issues.

This thesis employs a hypothesis-generating approach, assuming that balancing
is related to national interests and different levels of state action. According to the
hypothesis, several cases of potential conflict in Sino-US relations are examined, fo-
cusing on those cases which would give China the most reason to balance the US.

Two conclusions can be drawn: first, for the time being, China is mostly con-
cerned with areas of national interest, including the protection of its sovereignty,
territorial unity, survival of the elite, economic growth and regional integration;
second, next to power, threat and regional social construction, a fourth variable,
the interest variable, can be added to the set of variables which explain balancing.

This thesis presents two noteworthy findings: first, balancing is most likely to
occur when all four variables play a significant role; second, as long as China's
basic interests are not violated and as long as the US does not pose any other vital
threat to the survival of China's state system, its elite or to China as a nation, China
will not balance the US, regardless of the size and strength of the US military or the

social construction between the two countries.

Key Words: US unipolarity, China's rise, non-balancing, national interest,

Balance of Power Theory
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The very effort to maintain a hegemonic position

is the surest way to undermine it.>

—XKenneth N. Waltz
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1999:7)
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3 Kenneth N. Waltz. 2002. “Structural Realism after the Cold War” in America Unrivaled — The Future of
the Balance of Power, ed. G. John Ikenberry. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, p. 62
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The less we use our power, the greater it will be.”

—Thomas Jefferson
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The Case for Geopolitical Optimism,” in National Interest, No. 38 (Winter 1994/95) , pp. 28-39. ¥ %
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& Z[E (Intention ) - Z=1 ( Benignity ) - BHEX
( Liberalism ) - IRAR ( Status Quo ) : IEEH ( Legitimacy )

For all of those brave men and women struggling for a better life,
there is — and must be — no stronger ally or advocate than the United States of America.

Let us never forget that our nation remains a beacon of light for those in dark places.

—Robert Gates'®
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P dIR STRZE I P HBEE D TR g £ R 5 R

LRMARLARE &L

o

5 (Walt2006:124) R L% % RauT f ¢ FiRs %
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TEARAE LB HERONR G € MBS AR T e
(Ikenberry 2002:11) B ¥ §z (Charles Kupchan) %5 " ¥ W& - B % L cH & >
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B (Die Zeit) (The Times) ¥ 4F il 2 3 74 2 ¢ + & < FH B EF 9> 4
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13 Robert Gates, 2007, http://www.defenselink.mil/speeches/speech.aspx?speechid =1199

14 ¥ %% Noam Chomsky. 2004. Hegemony or Survival: America's Quest For Global Dominance. New York:

Henry Holt and Company, LLC
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There is no security on this earth; there is only opportunity.

— Douglas MacArthur
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The ideal, once it is embodied in an institution,
cases to be an ideal and becomes the expression of a selfish interest,

which must be destroyed in the name of a new ideal.”

— Edward Carr
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15 Edward Carr. 1954. The Twenty Year's Crisis 1919-1939. MacMillian London, p. 94
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Science may be described as the art of systematic over-simplification.*

— Karl Popper
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The ideal strategy in international politics may,

in terms of the other games the state is playing, cost too much.

States may cooperate as well as compete,

and even when the compitition becomes more important than cooperation
their domestic aims may mitigate the external competition among them.*

—XKenneth N. Waltz
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58 Kenneth N. Waltz. 1959. Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis. Columbia University Press,
p. 206
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6-1: Summary of Balancing
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®] 6-2 Sufficient Conditions for Balancing

2 0 0 2

Power Threat Social National
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) 6-3 Sufficient Conditions for Non-Balancing
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