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Abstract

In the realm of international relations, extensive literature exists that explores the
interactions between rising powers and existing leading powers during power
transitions. However, there has been a persistent challenge in effectively amalgamating
these diverse theories, making it difficult to determine their applicability across various
scenarios. Moreover, the role of domestic political elites during these power transitions
has often been overlooked. In response, this thesis presents a strategic framework
anchored on the preferences of political elites. Their statements and actions are
positioned as essential indicators of the functioning mechanisms within these
transitions.

This study stands as a theoretical examination. Instead of introducing new
independent variables to contest prevailing theories, it utilizes the policy preferences of
political elites as a mediating variable to assess the relevance of existing doctrines.
Employing this framework, two case studies are scrutinized: the peaceful power
transition between the US and the UK from the mid-19th century to the early 20th
century, and the Pacific War initiated by Japan, a rising power, against the US, an
existing leading power, spanning from the first half to the mid-20th century. By
examining various theories within these case studies, we not only identify the strengths
and limitations of current literature but also pinpoint potential research directions in the
field. Importantly, this framework provides guidance on which theoretical tools should
be prioritized when interpreting and forecasting the strategic dynamics between rising

powers and existing leading powers in different power transition contexts.

keyword : power transition ~ United Kingdom—United States relations ~ Japan—United
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