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Abstract

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) has been ranking among the world's great
powers with skyrocketing national strength growth since its reform and opening up.
As Xi Jinping, the Fifth Generation Leader of the Communist Party of China (CCP),
concentrates all the governmental powers on himself and got re-elected as President
of the country for the third time in 2023, the concept of “Chinese-style
modernization” he proposed in recent years not only summarizes his target to
“promote the modernization of the national governance system and governance
capabilities” at the beginning of his reign but is also seen as the connection of major
theoretical innovation of “Xi Jinping’s thought on socialism with Chinese
characteristics for a new era.” “Chinese-style modernization” attempts to lead China’s
future development direction, moving towards the goal of “the great rejuvenation of
the ethnically Chinese” that the CCP regime has been vigorously promoting for many
years, and its increasingly mature theoretical framework has also begun to challenge
the past Western modernization discourse.

When China rediscovers its cultural traditions, blending Marxism and adopting
the emerging “Chinese-style modernization” theory to build a powerful socialist
modernized country, this thesis focuses on “Chinese-style modernization™ as its
backbone. The research first clarifies its background and propositions, distinguishing
between Chinese and Western modernization development models. From the
perspective of state governance capacity, the research further analyzes the governance
mechanism proposed by “Chinese-style Modernization” factoring in social
penetration, social relationship regulation, and the extraction and appropriation of
resources by the state, and summarizes the specific actions implemented by CCP. The
research then takes the Chinese government’s control measures in the Covid-19
epidemic, China’s Taiwan policy, and Xi Jinping’s proposal for common prosperity as
representative cases to carry out an empirical analysis corresponding to the
aforementioned three factors, which is followed by comprehensive evaluations and
measurements based on these factors of state governance capacity.

This thesis found that although PRC is a “strong state” when advancing so-called
“Chinese-style modernization,” the PRC government has to delicately deal with the
emerging relations between the contemporary state and society, ingeniously
transforming the unavoidable power of civil society groups into part of regime
legitimacy. The CCP’s tentacles even cross the social boundaries of the state’s
governance and extend to external territories where it has no sovereignty, which
becomes an up-and-coming phenomenon completely different from the traditional
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political science “state-society” research. Xi Jinping’s new era governance model can
be summed up as a unique future government governance model, that is, “Xi-
governance government,” whereas the theory of “Chinese-style modernization” he
advocates has become a new Chinese model that continues the Beijing consensus.
Chinese traditional culture is gradually revived in the official context of the CCP as
well, becoming one of the means for the state to cohere collective identity. The
pragmatism of the CCP regime and the “re-Maoization” of Chinese politics are also
confirmed in this research, reflecting the phenomenon of “institutionalization in form,
institutional retrogression in nature” under the “law-based governance” conception.
Xi Jinping’s “Chinese-style modernization™ basically resists the universal value
discourse from the Western modernization process such as political democratization
and social diversity, implies that foreign countries should not interfere in China's
internal affairs, and is expected to gradually impact the international order and
regional security pattern dominated by the Western world after World War II and form
a strategic confrontation between China and the United States under the table.

As for the related research, this thesis suggests expanding other innovative
measurement dimensions of state governance capacity, exploring the contradictory
governance issue about how communist China balances authority order and
innovation ability in the process of modernization, reflecting and discovering future
research potential of state-centered theory, historical institutionalism and comparative
approach. Researchers can also start with the numerous governance issues and
challenges when China promotes modernization, forecast the future of “Chinese-style
democratization” possibly achieved through “Chinese-style modernization,” and
examine the issues inseparable from democratization including freedom, equality and

human rights afterwards.

Keywords: Chinese-Style Modernization, Modernization, State Governance Capacity,

State Capacity, State-Society, Chinese Characteristics, Xi Jinping
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