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Abstract

This thesis will examine the magazines published by Protestant missionaries for the purpose
of preaching the gospel to the Chinese people before the twentieth century, and explore the
changing relationship between science and the gospel in the magazines’ narratives. How
could the gospel be preached to the Chinese people who were mostly ignorant with the
Western civilization and also were resistant to anything related to it? While the missionaries
were trying to enlighten the Chinese people with knowledge of natural as well as social
science, was it still for the sole aim of preaching the gospel, or has it become the purpose of
the magazines indeed? Or, the question should rather be: what is the definition of preaching
the gospel? To answer these questions with the perspective of the missionaries themselves,
this thesis will investigate the magazines carefully and select some to analyze in detail, while
referring to other secondary sources to help capture the whole picture of Protestant magazines
before the twentieth century. Digging along with the time sequence and development of the
magazines, this thesis will divide this span of time into three periods, with the first one
starting from 1815 to the Opium war, the second from after the Opium war to the middle of
the 1860s, and the third from the middle of the 1860s to the end of the nineteenth century.
This thesis will go through the outlook and features of the magazines in each period, and
analyze how the articles themselves and the way they were compiled reflect the relationship
and interactions between science and the gospel. In the conclusion, this thesis will point out
the concepts of science and the gospel in the Protestant magazines before the twentieth
century were not constant but rather changing. With the two sometimes cooperating and
sometimes striving against one another, it should give readers much insight into the
missionary activities at that time.

Key words: nineteenth century, late Qing China, Protestant, missionary, magazine, science
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! Stephen Neill, 4 history of Christian missions (London: Penguin Books, 1990), p.188.
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6 Rev. W. W. Moseley, The Origin of the First Protestant Mission to China, p.99.
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% Rev. W. W. Moseley, The Origin of the First Protestant Mission to China, p.107-108.
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5 o N A NEIRIER SRR EIE - 27, Stephen L. Baldwin, Foreign Missions of the
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13 Rev. W. W. Moseley, The Origin of the First Protestant Mission to China, p.111.
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S 2: K Jean-Paul Wiest, “Bringing Christ to the Nations: Shifting Models of Mission among Jesuits in
China,” The Catholic Historical Review, 83:4 (October 1997), pp. 654-681.
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Models of Mission among Jesuits in China,” pp.645-681.

17 Jean-Paul Wiest, “Bringing Christ to the Nations: Shifting Models of Mission among Jesuits in China,”
pp. 654-681.
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