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Abstract

What makes video games a place to go? A place to go means a location where
there is a set space and where people can go for their specific needs. This kind of
spatial power is something which women lack in reality, and so does having a place to
go within a video game have a different meaning or particular importance for women?
Through this core question, in this article we will discuss the interweaving
relationships between video games, space, and women, and the effects of their

interrelated roles.

Beginning by examining the concept of space in video games, we have selected
open world games as the main field area and have analyzed the construction of the
space in these games in terms of their openness and worldness, noting that the
imaginative nature of open world games actually points towards a connection between
the virtual and the real world.Secondly, we have examined the modes of interaction
between female gamers and open worlds through the lens of queer phenomenology,
exploring how the lax rules provide players with the freedom to explore the space
without restraints. Female gamers may flow towards or become oblique to the life line
generated by the game space. When flowing towards, the open world provides spatial
and temporal depth and flexibility, as well as an abundance of materials and a density
to the world map. This may lead to the soothing of traumas and fears from one’s
reality. When gamers stray from the game’s life line, this divergence creates a
resistive force. In this article, we call such an alternative, skewed, yet implicitly
resistive gaming tendency queer gameplay, and in doing so, we review existing
research into the classification of gamer intentions, from which we can identify the
specific characteristics of female gamers.Finally, we discuss how queer gameplay
produces space, and we organize the production of space in relation to three different

topics in order to re-examine the relationship between the virtual and the real.

In this article, we argue that contemporary video games as a social space is not
just the juxtaposition of absolute spatial allegorical models and virtual communities,
but that games themselves contain modern social relations and constructs their
relations. The spatial and temporal depth, the rich materiality, and the freedom to
extend one’s virtual body, coupled with the characteristics of female gamers and the
strong emotions they implant into their gameplay, all combine to make video games a

place to go. This process reflects the power of female gamers to rebel and fight back

il
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against reality, and then find the impetus to once again move from the game back to

reality.

Keywords: video games, open world, production of space, queer phenomenology,

female experience
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