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Abstract

Social Order Maintenance Law (SOML) was amended on November, 2011. After
discussing, the government decided to use “zoning policy” to regulate the sex trade. It’s
been over ten years since the SOML was amended, but the red-light districts still don’t
exist in any parts of Taiwan, resulting in sex workers cannot engage in sex trade lawfully.
In fact, if we observe the industry of sex trade mindfully, sex trade has already scattered
in many parts of Taiwan.

Due to being established in public space, red-light districts have to confront plenty
of plight. Expect literatures written by jurists, field researches and in-depth interviews
from sociology and department of public health also offer abundant resources for us to
depict the sex trade industry more authentically and vividly. Thus, this thesis uses
interdisciplinarity as method to analyze the plight of red-light district, including: Not in
My Backyard Syndrome, Stigma, the Capacity of the Institution and Minimum Distance
Requirements, to examine why policy of red-light district is not the best choice to regulate
the sex trade especially in the context of Taiwan society.

This thesis argues that the collision, debate and conciliation between the powers will
have an influence on the “policy of spatial planning”. Next, the policy will affect the
recognition and implement of the rights. Policy of red-light district is a result of dynamic
interaction between the powers. Four predicaments of red-light districts make setting a
red-light district almost an impossible mission to carry out, which causes “sex worker’s
right to engage in sex trade” to shrink.

This thesis divides the whole process of sex trade into two parts, including “phase
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of matching” and “phase of sex and trade”. The policy of red-light district intends to
regulate two phases in the public space, but the truth is the “phase of matching” is
marching toward cyberspace via virtual platform, which I called “virtual red-light
district”. Under the concept of virtual red-light district, the mode of sex trade doesn’t
transfer from the public space to the private space anymore, but form the cyber space to
the private space. Simply put, the whole process of sex trade can be removed out of public
space, and completely happen in the private space. Not like policy of red-light district
trying to concentrate the sex trade in a specific space and making it lawful, the policy of
virtual red-light district aims to turn current sex trade reality from “scattering and
unlawful” into “scattering but lawful” and mitigate the impact of four plight of red-light
district. The proposal of the virtual red-light district is to practically find a solution to the
predicaments which the policy of red-light district face. Only the regulating policy of sex

trade be implemented that can make the sex workers and consumers truly empowered.

Keywords: sex trade, zoning policy, the theory of regulation, not in my backyard

syndrome, stigma
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