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Abstract

Francis Fukuyama published "The Origins of Political Order" in 2011 and
"Political Order and Political Decay" in 2014. In these works, Fukuyama proposed three
components of political development: government, rule of law, and accountability. He
also used these components to analyze the political development histories of the United
Kingdom and China.

In 1842, Hong Kong officially became a British colony, and British colonial rule
continued until 1997 when sovereignty was transferred to China. This means that Hong
Kong experienced governance under two different political systems, British and
Chinese. Surprisingly, Hong Kong enjoyed sustained political stability under British
colonial rule, whereas under Chinese governance, Hong Kong's society and political
stability were elusive. This thesis employs Fukuyama's theory of political development
and utilizes historical research to explore how government, rule of law, and
accountability were established in Hong Kong from the early days of British colonial
rule. It also examines how China inherited the Hong Kong system established by the
British after the sovereignty handover. The study finds that Hong Kong's ability to
achieve continuous political stability during British colonial rule was due to the
connection between the British Common Law system and Hong Kong, aligning it with
the British legal system. On the other hand, the British Hong Kong government, having
learned from the 1967 Hong Kong riots, continually expanded administrative political
inclusion in Hong Kong, indirectly establishing accountability through gradual
expansion. However, before the sovereignty transfer to China, the British Hong Kong
government failed to fully democratize procedural accountability in Hong Kong.
Fukuyama's analysis in his works extends from ancient China to the People's Republic
of China. One of Fukuyama's analyses of China is that it has yet to develop the rule of
law. Taking over a city that leans towards Western-style politics with a system based on
its own political order, China can only impose its familiar methods of "rule by law" and
"suppression” to address Hong Kong's political issues. As a result, the political legacy
left by the British is erased, and Hong Kong officially enters into China's political order.

Keyword: Accountability, Accountable Government, Rule of Law, Hong Kong.
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% 1-2 # R & % 45 & (Corruption Perceptions Index » #§ # CP1)

1996/ & 2003/# & 2014/# & 201973 & | 2022/%# %
Ak 7.01/18 8/14 4/17 76/16 176/12
e 4.98/29 5.7/30 31/36 65/28 68/25
= H 8.44/12 8.7/11 78/14 177/12 13/18
£ H 7.66/15 7.5/18 4/17 69/23 69/24
¢ E 2.43/50 3.4/66 36/100 41/80 45/65
FL gt 2011 #5500 [0 4 E kA 0 2012 F F AL G 0 100 4 5 kA e

7R kR - Transparency International. (1996, 2003, 2014, 2019, 2022). Corruption

Perceptions Index. Retrieved from https://www.transparency.org/en/
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2132 A2 K122 R R 3 (WJP Rule of Law Index)

3 ik # R N vR
2015 (& d/$ ) (& 8/# %) (& 8/# %) (& d/$ %)
F rLehEc A 4 0.7/25 0.8/11 0.76/21 0.41/87
BOR 0.84/10 0.82/15 0.75/20 0.51/41
B S ehg iy 0.63/24 0.74/8 0.73/11 0.43/87
AR 0.7/29 0.79/14 0.73/26 0.32/99
2019 (& H/#2) (& 8/# %) (& 8/3 ) (& d/# )
F e 4 0.65/31 0.84/11 0.73/19 0.33/119
BOR 0.84/9 0.83/11 0.74/20 0.55/48
B 2 g iy 0.75/15 0.8/10 0.77/13 0.42/96
AR AR 0.66/33 0.82/11 0.72/27 0.32/121
2022 (& d/# ) (& 8/# %) (&~ 8/ %) (= H/¥ )
L i i 0.58/54 0.82/14 0.69/28 0.32/131
) e 0.83/9 0.83/10 0.73/22 0.53/55
i 0.7/25 0.8/8 0.76/16 0.4/106
A A AR 0.59/61 0.81/14 0.68/37 0.26/137
FL WP & £t TF Ui g S s TRF, o TERar g, o TR AR, TREfE S
FEftims ) ~ TAET2 fo 2 ET2 8T E G 7P ERZAHER PR RBP4
T RT

7L kR World Justice Project. (2015, 2019, 2022). WJP Rule of Law Index. Retrieved

from https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index/

doi:10.6342/NTU202302791



# 1-4 235323 (Worldwide Governance Indicators - f # WGI)

K 1996 2003 2014 2019 2021
3 RIRF 4 62 62.69 |65.52 |51.21 |38.65
F R 83.61 [90.27 |97.6 96.63 | 93.75
% R 69.85 [91.54 [94.23 [91.35 [90.38
2 10 154 89.78 [92.59 [91.83 [92.32 [94.23
o 1996 2003 2014 2019 2021
3R T4 68 73.63 |72.92 |78.74 |86.47
F Rt 69. 4 81.08 [87.98 [90.38 |91.83
% R 70.35 [82.09 |85.58 |84.62 |87.98
ez 1Y 154 73.12 | 75.66 |75.96 |82.21 |85.1
R 1996 2003 2014 2019 2021
3 ER T4 87 90.55 [90.15 [89.86 [92.75
F Rt 96.72 [ 91.89 [92.79 [90.87 |86.54
% AR 94.47 [94.03 [94.71 [91.83 |89.42
ez 1) 54 95.16  [95.24 [93.27 |93.75 | 93.27
) 1996 2003 2014 2019 2021
#F3 B 4 12 7.46 5. 42 6. 76 5. 31
F Rt 43.17 |51.89 | 66.83 |71.63 | 76.44
% AR 33.67 [35.32 [40.38 [46.15 [53.85
Eza 1) 54 48.39  [43.92  [46.15 [44.71 |58.17
LU RRFE AR CE T EFR A TR R R
sy TEFFE  THERRA Fo TEAIER 6T B R A R
Fpz eqy o b A RERBAP JIF RS o

ok %R ¢ World Bank. (1996, 2003, 2014, 2019, 2021). Worldwide Governance

Indicators. Retrieved from https://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/
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iAEFE B HA Date of survey started

“FISE B O R[BER Showing % of “Distrust” as negative
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